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APOLOGY 


- FOR THE LIFE 


Of GENERAL G—. 


However humiliating it may be for 
me to expoſe the picture of my life, and a 
ſeries of events marked with folly and ex- 
travagance, I can no longer fit down con- 
tented under a load of obloquy, and fee my 
errors deepened into their darkeſt ſhade, 
when a candid explanation may, perhaps, 
extenuate my guilt, and wipe off ſome part 
of that cenſure which has been wantonly 
caſt upon my name. The envious and ill- 
natured diſpoſition of one half the world is 
but too often employed to diſturb the peace 
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of the other. Man is at war with man from 
the moment of his birth, and ſeems only to 
rejoice when an opportunity offers to leſſen 
his reputation, and ruin the tranquillity of 
his mind. I have ſuffered much from this 
unnatural and inhuman propenſity. It is 
in vain that the diſſipations of the world 
concealed from my eyes the defects and fol- 
lies of my heart; they were marked, ſcru- 
tinized, and cenſured by mankind ; and at a 
moment when J leaſt expected ſuch a blow, 
a thouſand friendly -hands were ſtretched 
forth to tear off the dreſſings from my 
wounds, and Afra them to the air in cruel. 
fits of diverſion. It is not ſufficient that my 
follies have been ſhewn to the world in their 
darkeſt colours, they have been multiplied 
and blackened ; and 1 have no other re- 
ſource left to quiet the ſolicitude of my 
heart, than to appeal to the humanity of 
that world by which I have been already, 
Perhaps. . 


| It is but too often the cuſtom of perſons 
who plead. | in their own defence, to caſt a 
veil 
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veil over their follies, and, while they ad- 
mit the predominancy of a vice, lay its 
foundation on a virtue. But with me this 
vanity has ceaſed to pleaſe. I aſk neither 
applauſe nor admiration. I write not to 
juſtify, but extenuate ; and as I mean not, 
in the recapitulation of my life, either to 
gratify the impertinent curioſity of the vul- 
gar, or ſubject my actions to the falſe con- 
cluſions of the ignorant; I ſhall but ſlightly 
touch upon many years of my life which 
were thrown away in the frivolous purſuits 
of folly and extravagance, and haſten on 
to that period when my actions and prin— 
ciples wore the air of myſtery to the world, 
and became ſuſpicious even in the eyes of 
my friends, 


I am now arrived at that period of life 
when nothing can ſoften the reproaches of 
a broken heart but a ſound and upright 
conſcience, which the mortifying reflections 
of my own mind tell me I do not poſſeſs.— 
Let this confeſſion ſilence the aſperity of 
ſlander; and the picture of a debilitated 
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old man, ſtruggling with the accumulated 
inconveniencies of ſorrow, ſickneſs, poverty, 
and diſtraction, repreſs the triumph of ſuc- 
ceſsful villany.—I ſhall ceaſe to bluſh at 
the remembrance of my follies, if the rela- 
tion of them can open the eyes of the riſing 
generation, and teach them to ſhun the 
errors into which 1 have fallen. 


It would be ſuperfluous to mention my 
birth and ſplendid connexions.—The world 
is already acquainted with my origin, and 
the means by which thoſe accumulated ho- 
nors that dignified the female branches of 
my family were obtained. The beauty of my 
ſiſters was for years the theme of admiration, 
and it is no wonder it raiſed them from a 
ſtate of dependance to grace the firſt dig- 
nities in the kingdom. Their beauty and 
ſituation were unequalled, and under the 
flattering auſpices of their protection I was 
firſt-introduced to the world. A ſcene of 
proſperity and pleaſure now ſeemed to open 
on me, of which the leſs auſpicious years of 
my early life had given me no-anticipation, 

| The 
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The purſuit of pleaſure was the only buſi- 
neſs I engaged in, and the moments ſeemed 
to glide away without a care to interrupt 
them. ſaw myſelf courted and admired 
on every hand ; the men prevented my de- 
fires of pleaſure by new ſcenes of diſſipation, 
and the women exempted- my heart from 
the little pangs of doubt and expectation by 
granting their favors almoſt unſolicited — 
While I was thus employed in imbibing 
theſe intoxicating pleaſures, I had neither 
time nor inclination to examine the ſituation 
of my affairs. My expences far exceeded 
the income of my eſtate, which ſcarce 
amounted to five hundred pounds per an- 
num, and was left at the death of my fa- 
ther charged with a mortgage of four thou- 
ſand pounds, beſides a number of leſs con- 
ſiderable debts. It is true, the affluence and 
affection of my liſters left me no reaſon: to 
complain of pecuniary embarraſſments: but 
their generoſity was exceeded by my extra- 
vagance: and I often repined and curſed my 
fate, in the midſt of the moſt promiſing 
ſcenes of proſperity, for not rendering me 

capable 
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capable of enjoyments, which, but a few 
years before, my moſt extravagant ideas 
could have formed no conception of, and 
would have appeared, had they been de- 
picted, like a viſion to my mind. From 
hence I may date all the ſucceeding misfor- 
tunes of my lite, 


The diſſipation of theſe hours ſunk deep 
into my heart; and neither a ſenſe of its im- 
propriety, age, nor poverty, has been able 
to diveſt it of its faſcinating complexion, 
and wipe it From my mind, 


The beauty which exalted and aggran- 
dized one part of the family has been the 
ruin of the other. Had my liſters never 
poſſeſſed thoſe infatuating charms, I might 
have been happy in the inheritance I was 
born to enjoy, and ſunk into my grave with- 
out the curſes of injured virtue on my head : 
but the fatality of their perfections, which 
drew me into the vortex of diſſipation, was 
intended for my deſtruction ; and I now feel 

the 
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the full force of thoſe evils I have ſo often 
A | 


My conduct now became more and more 
culpable. The moſt eccentric abſurdities 
and extravagancies filled up the meaſure of 
my days, and my nights were marked with 
abominations too horrid to repeat. No vio- 
lation of morality was too ſhocking to be per- 
formed ;—no ſcheme of perfidy too dark to be 
embraced : when my friends, alarmed at the 
diſfipated courſe of life I was leading, and 
apprehenſive of the ruin which threatened 
me, procured me a commiſſion in the army— 
in hopes a change of place and difference of 
ſociety might cure me of my extravagance. 


But this was only removing me from the 


ſtream to the fountain head. I had before 
taſted of folly ; buthere I drank my fill, and 
was initiated into the more refined myſteries 
of the debauchee. I now deſpiſed my for- 
mer ſuperficial knowledge of iniquity, which 
had been gleaned in the brothels, gaming- 
houſes, &c. in the metropolis ; and fat down 
to ſtudy methodically a ſyſtem of ſeduction, 
43 KC. 
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&c. which had been laid down for the in- 
ſtruction of military novices. I made a rapid 
progrels 1 in this delightful ſcience, and, join- 
ing practice to theory, paſſed the time al- 
lotted for my probation with great eclat, and 
was at length eſteemed one of the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful and ſtrenuous „ of the ſociety, 


| My library chiefly conſiſted of ſuch books 
as tend to vitiate the mind; and debauch the 
underſtanding. L-—d C———&'s Letters and 
C——a H——w. were generally my morn- 
ing's amuſement. From the former I learnt 
all the Axc ANA and inexpreſſible refinements 
of a man of intrigue, and from the latter 
all the principles and practice of an accom- 


pliſbed v——n. The ſpirit of . took 


poſſeſſion of my boſom; a congeniality of 
ſentiment and comcidence of defires made 
me in love with his character, and I could 
not help admiring a picture which bore ſo 
ſtrong a reſemblance to myſelf. Alexander 
the Great could not eſteem the 1liad more 
than I did theſe precious volumes. They were 
my ſtudy by day, and my pillow by night; 
and 
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and as Alerander endeavoured to form him- 
ſelf on the model of Achilles, fo I purſued 
the more pleaſing though not leſs arduous 
taſk of imitating the divine Loveleſs. My ſuc- 
ceſs was equal to my molt flattering antici- 
pations. My deſires were fcarce excited 
before they were gratified ; and I might ten 
times in twelve ſtand over the ruins of the 
virtue I had deſtroyed, and exclaim with 
Cæſar, VEN1, vip, vici. 


My hours now paſſed away on the golden 
wings of love: every night brought its plea- 
ſure, and every day happy reflections on the 
paſt, or joyful anticipations of the future. 
Debauched, falſe, and diſſembling, under an air 
of mildneſs and timidity I concealed the moſt 
dangerous and vicious paſſions, and every hour 
was devoted to perfect myſelf in the art of 
diſſimulation, and the moſt ſucceſsful methods 
of ingratiating myſelf with the women, that 
might render them ſubſervient to my plea- 
ſures. I found the air of ingenuous modelty 
had aſſumed was the molt ſeductive ſnare; 
it procured me confidence and eſteem, and an 
C opportunity 
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opportunity of taking a thouſand little liber- 
ties with almoſt every woman, which tended 
to excite her paſſions without alarming her 
delicacy. . 


I very ſoon learnt that the rude and impe- 
tuous blunders of forward impudence never 
fail to diſguſt. To. publiſh your intention 
is to place a woman on her guard, and to 
leave her in full poſſeſſion of her reaſon to 
oppoſe and circumvent your deſigns. The 
road to ſucceſs is much more eaſy, though leſs 
perceptible. It conſiſts in a thouſand little 
inexpreſſibles utterly incomprehenſible to a 
vulgar mind, and 1s made up of all the in- 
ſinuating relatives of tenderneſs, deference, 
and adulation. Theſe intoxicating offerings, 


as efficacious as the ſop of Cerberus, charm 
the dragon Honor to reſt, and open the way 


to victory and pleaſure. 


It is a matter of aſtoniſhment to me, that 
the generality of men ſhould be ſo ſhame- 
fully ignorant of human nature, as to miſ- 
conceive their duty ſogroſsly in this particular. 

To 
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To imagine the voice alone has the power of 
ſeduction is ridiculous— Tis the eyes, tis the 
ſoul which muſt ſpeak through them, that 
can convey the pleaſing infatuation. What a 
want of knowledge in this branch of com- 
merce a man betrays, ſays Sterne, who ever 
lets the word Love come out of his lips till 
an hour or two at leaſt after the time that 
his ſilence upon it becomes tormenting !— 
A courſe of ſmall quiet attentions, not fo 
pointed as to alarm—nor fo vague as to be 
miſunderflood—with now and then a look of 
kindneſs, and little or nothing ſaid upon i. 
leaves Nature for your m Oy and be 
faſhions it to her mind. 


This is the only true definition of that part 
of the art of inſinuation called Marine Love, 
that ever I met with. It is the precept of 
nature as well as the ſeducer, and has, when 
put in practice, conquered the pride and in- 
ſenſibility of many a heart that no other 
method could ſubdue. A man muſt sroO 
to conquer, and mult FALL to riſe. It is 
but the debaſement of a moment, and the 
hours of pleaſure that follow it are ſurely 

C2 a ſuffi» 
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a ſufficient recompenſe for his craig 
ating | 


ak have had innumerable opportunities to, 
obſerve the little prejudices and diſpoſitions, 
of the female heart. I know the falſehood, 
the diſſipation and eccentricities that are en- 
grafted there, and how few are devoted to 
promote the felicity of a man who is inca- 
pable of making them any return by contri- 
buting to their intereſt or their pleaſure, or 
even the gratification of their vanity. They 
muſt be ſoothed and flattered to their ruin. 
There is ſomething ſo ſhocking in the con- 
ſequences of ſeduction to a female mind of 
any delicacy, that it requires the utmoſt in- 
genuity to conceal the ſnare, and play with 
the paſſions, till reaſon has no longer the 
POE to N Nb 


An pant ice joined ada an in- 
finuating aſpect and a melodious voice, is 
the moſt dangerous weapon of a deſigning 


man. Women cannot endure us when we 


demand their approbation as our due, and 
look as if we would bully them into a com- 
pliance 
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pliance with our deſires. The great buſi- 
neſs of their life is love, and the diſpoſal of 
their hearts the principal incident in their 
hiſtory. It is not wonder ful, therefore, that 
they look upon every incitement of paſſion 
as a matter of ſuch moment, and require us 
to accept their hearts as the moſt- pecultar 
favour. - Beſides, there is a pride and plea- 
fure in conferring an obligation highly flat- 
tering to their vanity ; and they are natu- 
rally inclined to love thoſe whoſe meekneſs 
and ſubmiſſion, give them an opportunity of 
exerting their power, and enjoying an ima- 
ginary triumph. | 


| The leſſer arts of inſinuation are known to 
almoſt every man, and practiſed upon almoſt 
every woman. The common- place method 
of complimenting their underſtanding, and 
their beauty, and their taſte, and their follies, 
and their vices, &c. &C. is all very deceitful, 
and of courle very pleaſing ; neither is the 
more expenſive method of making preſents 
to be deſpiſed. Women are in general 
pleaſed with toys, and men loſe nothing by 
their 
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their liberality in this particular; for Sben- 
fone juſtly obſerves,” the making preſents 
to a woman one addreſſes, is like throwing 
armour into an T_T 8 N with a reſo- 


lution to recover it. 


I muſt here obſerve , that the common- place 
obſervations of moraliſts upon the vicious ap- 
petites of men, and the virtuous inclinations 
of women, are equally falſe and ridiculous. 
The one are neither ſo faultleſs nor the 
other ſo guilty as they are repreſented. 
The levity, indiſcretion, and, perhaps, 1 in- 
delicacy of the women are the principal 
ſource of their misfortunes. Their reliance 
on their own prudence is the rock on which 
they generally ſplit; and the ſentiment, that 
a woman may allow all innocent freedoms 
provided her virtue is ſecure, is both groſsly 
indelicate and dangerous, and has en 
fatal to oy of the ſex. 


That confident eaſe and ad coun- 
tenance, which ſeem to ſet the world at de- 
n and which the ladies have adopted 

| EE 
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to complete the hoſtile appearance they 
take ſo much pride to betray, are as diſ- 
guſting to a man of ſenſe and delicacy of 
feeling, as that indiſcriminate attention, that 
unmeaning ſimper, which ſmiles on all alike 
and ariſes either from an aukward affectation 
of ſoftneſs and ſuſceptibility, or a perfect 
inſipidity. One of the chief beauties in the 


female character is that modeſt reſerve, that 


retiring delicacy, which avoids the public 
eye, and is diſconcerted even at the gaze of 
\ admiration. I do not mean to inſinuate that 
an inſenſibility to applauſe is amiable and 
praiſe-worthy. "That would be to be de- 
void of feeling, which is one of the lovelieſt 
ornaments of the ſex ; but there is a medium 
to be obſerved, which every woman of pe- 
netration may eaſily diſcover. 


An air of modeſty is the moſt infinuating 
addreſs ; and if a woman knew the value of 
ſuch a charm, and the power it would give 
her, ſhe would not barter it for all the af- 
fected airs, deluſive glances, and wanton 
liſps of the moſt accompliſhed coquette. 

The 
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The power of a fine woman over the 
hearts of men, and of men of the fineſt 
parts, is inconceivable; and even beyond 
the flattering repreſentations of her moſt 
ſanguine hopes. They are ſtruck with love 
and admiration, and a thouſand agreeable 
emotions of tenderneſs and paſſion over- 
whelm their minds: they ſee the deluſive path 
they are purſuing, and are ſenſible of the il 
luſion that miſleads them, but they cannot, 
nor do they wiſh to diſſolve it. But if ſhe 
is determined to diſpel the charm, neither 
the magic of her beauty, nor the infatuation 
it inſpired, can prevent it; and ſhe may ſoon 
reduce the angel to a very ordinary girl. 


A fine woman, like all other fine things 
in nature, has her proper points of view, 
from which ſhe may be ſeen to moſt advan- 
tage. To fix this point requires great 
judgment, and an intimate knowledge of 
the human heart. By the preſent mode of 
female manners, the women ſeem to expect 
that they ſhall regain their aſcendancy over 
us by the fulleſt diſplay of their perſonal 


charms ; 


charms; by a little licentiouſneſs of conduct 
and expreſſion; and by priding themſelves 
on the imitation of our moſt culpable eccen- 
tricities. But a very little time and expe- 
rience will ſhew the folly of this expec- 
tation. 


Women are little aware of the jealouſy 
of man, and how fatirically he comments 
upon every the ſmalleſt deviation from thoſe 
bounds which are laid down as the only 
proper ſphere of their action. The moſt 
innocent expreſſion is obnoxious to perver- 
ſion; every look, every motion, has its ſig- 
nification; and the moſt ill-natured con- 
ſtructions are put upon every action that is 
open to a falſe concluſion. 


A woman mult be ſtrangely infatuated in- 
deed, who thinks to recommend herſelf to 
our ſex by an almoſt total renunciation of 
her own.—— THE AGE OF CHIVALRY IS 
GONE. Our modern race of heroes do not 
hold it neceſſary to go forth on romantic ex- 
peditions of knight-errantry, to bring home 
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. proofs of their valour to lay at the feet of 
their miſtreſſes; nor to ſee the object of 
their adoration armed cap-a-pee, ready to 
put their courage to the teſt, and diſpute 
every inch of ground before ſhe yields up _ 
the poſſeſſion of her perſon. If the blood 

of Alexander no longer animates the veins 
of one part of the creation, the heart of the 
Amazon ſhould ceaſe to beat in the other. 


We ſo naturally aſſociate the idea of fe- 
male ſoftneſs and delicacy with a corre- 
ſpondent delicacy of conſtitution, that the 
want of it is diſguſting in the extreme, and 
a proof of that hard and maſculine ſpirit, 
which of all a woman's faults we diſlike the 
moſt. 81 e 


When a girl ceaſes to bluſh, ſhe has loſt 
the moſt powerful incentive of paſſion, 
and the moſt alluring charm of beauty.— 
That extreme ſenſibility which it indicates 
may be a weakneſs and incumbrance in our 
ſex, as I have often felt ; but in hers it is pe- 
culiarly engaging. Pedants, who think 
þ | them- 


GENERAL G ———. 19 


themſelves philoſophers, aſk why a woman 
ſhould bluſh when ſhe is conſcious of no 
crime? It is a ſufficient anſwer, that nature 
has made her to bluſh when ſhe is guilty of 
no fault, and has forced us to love her be- 
cauſe ſhe does ſo.—Bluſhing has been called 
the robe of virtue; and is ſo far from being 
neceſlarily an attendant on guilt, that it ix 
the uſual companion of innocence. 


The world may probably ſmile ut read- 
ing lectures of this nature from the pen of 
a profeſſed ———— : but it ſhould be re- 
membered, that folly” has no longer the 
charm for me it once poſſeſſed. I am not 
now drawing the outlines of intrigues which 
I have not the power to accompliſh, nor 
writing precepts of ſeduction in the profli- 
gate ſpirit of youthful iniquity. My in- 
tention is only to point out the errors into 
which I have fallen, and the rocks on which 
I ſplit. Should others be tempted into theſe 
dangerous paths, they may learn from my 
example to ſhun my evils; and, by attending 
to what I write, may hear, for once in their 
D 2 lives 
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lives at leaſt, the genuine ſentiments of a 
man who has no. longer any intereſt in 
flattering or deceiving the world. 


From the very early opportunities I had 
of learning the falſe and hypocritical ſpit 
of mankind, I have been in a ſtate of warfare 
with the happineſs of the whole univerſe 
almoſt ever ſince my birth. And what is 
there in the ſociety of ſo depraved a world, 
that I ſhould be tempted, for its ſake, to 
mortify my ſenſes, and give up their ſweet- 
eſt: gratification to. its felicity and eaſe? All 
the people I ſee, are too much engroſſed 
by {ſchemes of intereſt or ambition, to have 
any room left for ſentiment or friendſhip. 
Converſation is reduced to party diſputes, 
and illiberal altercation; and ſocial com- 
merce ſullied with envy, malevolence, and 
mtrigue. Every perſon you deal with en- 
deavours to over-reach you in the way of 
buſineſs ; you are preyed upon by ſharpers 
and idle mendicants, who pick your pockets 
for the love of. God, and live upon the ſpoils 
of the ſtranger. Your.tradelmen are with- 

| out 
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out conſcience, your friends without affec- 
tion, and your dependants without fidelity. 
The moſt innocent man in appearance. Is. 
generally the greateſt rogue; and in the 
end proves either a tartar, a ſpy, or a lu- 
natic. 


In ſuch a world, what has a man to do 
with honeſty ? The thought of ſuch uni- 
verſal depravity is a comfort to me in my 
preſent dejection, and an alleviation to thoſe 
bitter reflections which fometimes ſhoot 
acroſs my mind. But I have done with the 
ſcience of men; and though my natural in- 
conſtancy of diſpoſition, and love of diſſi- 
pation, may ſometimes tranſport me into 
the vortex of folly, I thall only return with 
a more complete contempt of one part of 
the world, and deteſtation of the other: 
Every thing that is to be ſeen, and heard, 
and felt, in that reſervoir of knavery, falſe- 
hood, and ſophiſtication, 1s only a greater 
. inducement to the mind to deteſt and re- 
nounce it for ever. 


But 
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But it is time that I ſhould turn from ge- 
neral to particular vices, and recall to my 
mind thoſe ſcenes of diſſipation which em- 
ployed the moſt DES part of my 
ile. - * 780 ie 


I have already ſaid, that gallantry was the 
great object to which all my thoughts, ſtu- 
dies, and accompliſhments were directed ; 
and here I might, gratify perhaps the cu- 
rioſity of one part of the world, and the 
malevolent diſpoſition of the other, by re- 
lating the hiſtory of the numberleſs adven- 
tures I have known in the courle of my 
pleaſures ; but at preſent I am not diſpoſed 
to furniſh food to either the licentious or 
ſplenetic blockhead, and ſhall only relate 
fuch anecdotes as pleaſe my own fancy, 
without ſtudying to gratify an ungrateful 
world, to which I owe nothing but hatred 
and deteſtation, . 


It is certain that a man of parts, ſenti- 
ment, and addrels, if he lays aſide all regard 
to truth and humanity, may engage the 


hearts 
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hearts of fifty women at the ſame time: it 
is therefore no wonder that, aſſiſted by their 
own love of admiration (which by the bye 
has been the ruin of thouſands of women of 

the beſt hearts, and the fineſt accompliſh- 
ments), I ſhould triumph over the virtue of 
almoſt every woman J aſſailed. 


In a practice of forty years and upwards, 
I have ſcarcely known what it is to fail in a 
ſingle inſtance ; and have during that period 
enjoyed the favors and full poſſeſſion of the 
molt accompliſhed and lovely women of the 
age. And even now, emaciated, crippled, 
and worn out as I am with length of years, 
debauchery, and diſeaſe, there are women, 
devoid of neither youth nor beauty, who hear 
my voice with admiration, and behold my 
perſon with deſire. 


It was not ſufficient that, in the courle of 
my amours, I ſhould have women to gratify 
the defires of my ſenſuality. My heart was 
too delicate to yield itſelf to any thing but 

the 
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the impreſſion of beauty in its moſt lovely 


| thape ; and however my appetite might 
have been palled by continual enjoyments, 
my taſte remained pure and unſullied. 


The gratification of ſenſuality alone never 
gave pleaſure to my heart. I required a 
ſofter intereſt, a more intimate connexion 
with the object of my deſire, than ever I 
could form with women who were not emi- 
nently bleſſed with the faſcinating power of 
perſonal - perfection. Nothing but beauty 
could infatuate and attach me; and to poſſeſs 
it, I have ſuffered as many changes, and 
metamorphoſed myſelf into as many ſhapes, 
as ever Proteus aſſumed. No difficulty, no 
obftacle could impede my defires ; and the 
abſurdities I have committed to accompliſh 
my ends are almoſt incredible. 


As it ſuited my convenience, I have been 
an atheiſt and a devotee—a philoſopher and 
a rake—a parſon—a player—a cynic, a 
conjuror—a patriot—a courtier—a footman 

—A moum 
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a mountebank — a pedlar — a mendicant 
and a prince and almoſt every other cha- 
racter that is to be found in the extremities 
of human nature.—I have been of all reli- 
gions, and of all fects I have kneeled 
with the Roman catholic at the figure of 


her ſaint, and curſed with the pious pro- 


teſtant, in the devotion of my heart, all 
idolatry and ſuperſtition.— I have raiſed my 
voice with the violent declaimer of eternal 
damnation, and have groaned in ſpirit, and 


profeſſed charity towards all mankind, with 


the ſelf-humiliated quaker.— I have renoun- 
ced the articles of faith, and talked of pre- 
deſtination ; and have broke of the bread and 
drank of the cup of the modeſt puritan.ä— 


Nay, I have been drenched in a conſecrated . 


horle-pond, for the ſake of a pretty anabap- 
tiſt ; and actually ſuftered the pain of cir- 
cumciſion, to obtain a fair jewels, who 
poſſeſſed ſome of the prettieſt diamonds 
and ſweeteſt features that ever I met with in 
any one woman. | 


EK It 
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It is not to be wondered at that, 
among ſuch a variety of characters, I 
ſhould have taſted all the richeſt enjoyments 
fenſuality can beſtow, and been pretty 
deeply read in the prejudices, follies, diſſi- 
pations, and irregularities of the human 
heart. 


Let the dull and unimpaſſioned moraliſt 


enjoy the felicity of · virtue, and ſpend a life 


of ſerenity and peace in the undiſſipated 
ſhades of monaſtic glooms. I envy him not 
the philoſophic tenor of his mind, the dull 
ſenſations that preſerve him from the temp- 
tation of pleaſure, nor the pulſe that vibrates 
but with the motion of a heart which ts re- 
gulated by the calm influence of ſanctity, 
frupidity, and fuperſtition. With a foul 
devoted to pleaſure, I have flown, not ſtrug- 
gled through the world ; and now, ſtand- 
ing as I am upon the very extremity of 
human nature, I cannot keep my eyes from 
turning back to gaze upon the lovely phan- 
toms of thoſe ſcenes, which continued in a 

: | moſt 
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moſt beautiful ſucceſſion from the morning 
to the meridian of my life, and {till ſhine 
with almoſt undiminiſhed luſtre on the 
evening of my days. 


I thought my repentance of folly had 
been ſincere; but I find it impoſſible to 
_ deſtroy the temper of the mind. Images 
once impreſſed upon the memory will be 
riſing of , themſelves from time to time, 
though we give them no encouragement ; 
as the toſſings and fluctuations of the wa- 


ter continue ſeveral hours after the wind 1s 
laid. 


Human nature cannot abide long in the 
ſame humour ; and thoſe that ſeem to be 
always even-tempered people, like the Caſ- 
pian ſea without ebb or flow, are only coun- 
terfeits and politicians. There is an art to 
conceal one's paſlions, but there 1s none that 
can annihilate them. We change from one 
affection, appetite, and deſire to another. 
Our inclinations circulate with our blood : 
they are transformed each minute, hour, 
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and day ; and are as fickle as the winds of 
heaven. 


I am. convinced it is vain to ſtruggle 
againſt the diſpoſition that nature has given 
us. The efforts of virtue on a depraved 
mind are too often faint and ineffectual ; 
and all its effects are diſcoloured and tinged 
with the darkened ſhades of the heart. The 
ſtream cannot be pure when the fountain is 
polluted. The ſtrange infatuation of vice 
is almoſt incredible; and where folly has 
once let its impreſs, neither time nor rea- 
lon can eradicate its features from- the 
foul. It is recorded of Barbara the em- 
preſs, wife to Sigiſmund, another Meſſalina, 
that after her huſband's death, her confeſſor 
adviſing her to reform her manners and live 
more chaſtely, like the turtle, ſhe anſwered, 
« If I muſt imitate the life of birds, why 
not a ſparrow as well as a turtle?“ 


But to return from this digreſſion. To 
give a perfect relation of all the intrigues 
in which I have been concerned, and the 


little 
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little anecdotes annexed to them, would re- 
quire volumes; and I intend to throw away 
but a very few pages in the events of a life 
which is ſcarcely worth recording. I ſhall, 
however, ſlightly touch upon ſome circum- 
ſtances that have made a deeper impreſſion 
than others; and among the reſt ſhall ſub- 
mit to the world the following liſt of wo- 
men, whoſe virtue was not proof againſt the 
united efforts of opportunity and importunity. 


I ſhall give theſe ladies, not according to 
the ſeveral periods at which they. were de- 
voted to my pleaſures, but according to 
their rank in the world ; that their pride 
at leaſt may be preſerved inviolate, how- 


ever their reputation may have ſuffered by 
the event. 


Two DuchrssEs — One Engliſh, and one French. 
FourTEEN CounTEssEs— Five Engliſh, two Iriſh, one 
French, and ſix German. 

Four ViscounTEs8ts— All Britiſh. - 

SEVEN BARONESSES — Three Engliſh, two Scotch, and 
| two Iriſh, | 
BaroneTs' Lapits, thirteen — Seven Engliſh, four 

| Scotch, and two Iriſh. | 


LorD 
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Loxp Mavyors', KnicnTs', and ALDtERMEn's WiIvxs, 
five — All Britiſh. 

*SQUIREsS' Lapies, twenty - Moſtly Britiſh. 

PEER“ DAUGHTERS, unmarried, fourteen — Engliſh, 
Scotch, and Iriſh. 

DescEnDanTs of PEERs, in the third and fourth gene- 
ration, twenty-one— Ditto, ditto, ditto. 

Young Lavpits, without any pretenſions to nobility, 
twenty-ſeven—Engliſh, Iriſh, Scotch, French, 
Dutch, and Americans. 

Maps of Hoxour, five — All Britiſh. 

Orp Maips, one — Strong Spaniſh, with a daſh of the 
Iriſh and Scotch. 

UNDISTINGUISHED Wi1pows, eleven—Of all countries, 
and of all ages and deſcriptions. 


Thus the ſum total of my amours, as 
nearly as I can calculate, amounts to fixty- 
ſix married women; ſixty-two virgins ; five 
maids of honour, who are neither one thing 
nor the other; one old maid ; and eleven 
widows ; in all, amounting to the grand 
ſum of ONE HunNDRED AND FoRTY-FIVE 
PERSONS. | | | | 


My deſcendants are almoſt as numerous 


as my conqueſts ; many of them I never 
ſaw, 
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ſaw, but thoſe which I know of may come 
under the following deſcription, viz. 


Two CARDINALS, 
ONE Bisnoe, 

Ones Dutt, 

Four EARLS, 

Two ViscounNTs, 

Six BARONs, 

NINE BARON ETS, 
Two Lord Mayors, 
Two ALDERMEN, 
Ons SHERIFF, 
NINETEEN ESQUIRES, 
TREE PHYSICIANS, 
SEVEN BARRISTERS, 
A DissENTING PARSON, 
A JEwISsH RABBI, 

A TRADING JusTICE, 
A REPUBLICAN *, 


TWENTY» 


* 'This fellow, of all my deſcendants, is the one I moſt | 
diſlike. He is the crude fruit of an old maid (vide the 
catalogue de mes petites Mechantes ) begotten in diſguſt, and 
brought forth in a fit of the ſpleen. The world may be 
ſurpriſed, perhaps, that I could ſo far conquer the delicacy 
of my taſte, as to ſubmit to a connexion of {o diabolical a 
nature; but it was a Caſe of compaſſion, of caprice, of 
fickleneſs, or of what you will. I wanted, in ſhort, to 
break the pride and ſubdue the prudery of ſuch an ani- 


— mal, 
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TwENTY-FOUR YOUNGER BROTHERS, + 
THIRTY-SEVEN NON-DESCRIPTS, 8000 | 
And Eleven GERMAN Cours, every one of whom has 
killed his man, to prove the purity of his blood, 
and the antiquity of his family. 


I have not here mentioned any of my pro- 
geny in the female line. It is very extenſive, 
I believe; but as I never had either any in- 
clination or opportunity to enter into the 
merits of theſe ladies, I have by neglect 
entirely forgot their number, as well as 


mal, and to ſee what the offspring of ſo ſtrange a con- 
catenation would produce ; but I have paid ſeverely for 
my curioſity, by giving being to a dogmatical cynic, 
that has been peſtering the world with his ſchiſms and 
quibbles ever ſince he could ſnarl. This extract of ver- 
Juice ſeems only to delight in the contempt of the laws, 
the ruin of nations, and the rooting up of monarchies ; . 
and we may ſay of him, as ſome wit ſaid of the famous 
Dr. Kenrick, „He drinks aqua-vite, and ſpits aqua- 
fortis.” The fellow appeared in the world at firſt with a 
tolerable ſhare of Common Senſe, but it has all evaporated, 
I fear, in his ridiculous fables of the Rights of Man. 1 
will not venture to propheſy his exit from the world ; but 
as he was begotten and came into it with infinite Pain, it 
is probable, if he meets his deſerts, he will leave it with 
ſenſations of a ſimilar nature. 


their 
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their virtues. My family is, however, as 
numerous as I could wiſh; and though I am 
ſenſible I muſt have made ſome few omiſ- 
ons, as my account at preſent ſtands, my 


ſtriplings of iniquity amount to the number 
of One HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN, 


Were I to relate the various methods, 
ſchemes, and hypocritical pretences I made 
uſe of to inſure me ſucceſs in the courſe of 
my amours, mankind would regard them 
with equal aſtoniſhment and admiration ; 
but ſuch a recapitulation is but little adapted 
to the preſent ſituation of my mind.—Sut- 
fice it therefore to ſay, that my principal 
care was to blend together the moſt ſtriking 
parts of the three following characters 
the Hero, the Gentleman, and the Petit - 
maitre. In the ſtudy of thele parts I found 
all the accompliſhments neceflary to poliſh 
the mind, adorn the perſon, and give an 


eclat to the moſt ſimple and unpremeditated 
actions. 


In the character of a hero, I aſſumed an 
air of confidence and ſuperiority ; ſwag- 


F Fred, 
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gered, fought, and conquered, Under the 
name of a gentleman, I wore an appearance 
of modeſty and aſſurance, which claimed 
both attention and reſpe&t. And with the 
frivolous badinage of a petit-maitre, I 
ſoftened both the auſterity of the hero and 
the reſerve of the gentleman ; and related 
the common-place chit-chat of the day 
with ſuch pretty tones and ſuch inſinuating 
looks, that I have often been attended to 
with admiration in theſe empty. rhapſodies, 
when virtue and good lenſe * _ 
totally diſregarded, | | 


In the charaQtir of. a petit-maitre a man 
ever appears to the beſt advantage in the 
eyes of a woman, It is an imitation of 
herſelf, and never lays a man under the im- 
putation of being a conjuror ; though it 
requires a conſiderable degree of knowledge 
and acuteneſs to perform it with dexterity. 
In this character I have ſported away many 
hours of my life, and received more ſmiles 
than ever ſhone upon me in any other 
ſituation. | 

1 have 
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1 have wantoned round a lady's toilet, 
with all the antics of an amorous monkey, 
for hours together. I have diſpoſed her 
curls, her -patches, and her pins. I have 
ſuited her ribbands to her complexion, and 
ſometimes her complexion to her ribbands. 
I have criticiſed on muſlins and cambrics 
for an hour at a time, and given a lecture 
on the properties of ice- cream and whipt- 
fillabub to admiration. I have divided her 
dreſs into a hundred parts, and given her 
the hiſtory of each particular; deſcribing - 
her muff and fan as coming together from 
the different ends of the earth—her ſcarf 
from the torrid zone, her tippet from be- 
neath the pole—her brocade petticoat from 
the mines of Peru, and her diamond neck- 
lace from the bowels of Indoſtan. I was 
always perfectly inſtructed in the follies 
and faſhions of the day; knew every mi- 
nute circumſtance of every domeſtic tiff, 
every faſhionable fauz pas, and could tell to 
a nicety the dreſs of the moſt fanciful lady, 
the airs of the moſt affected gentleman, and 
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the form, hiſtory, and dimenſions of every 
new trinket, &c. 


Theſe things will of courſe appear tri- 
fling to a perſon who is unacquainted with 
their influence on the female ſex ; but ſtill 
they are the moſt important points of learn- 
ing to a man of intrigue ; and as neceſſary 
to be acquired before he can take his degree 
in the court of Love, as ethicks are to a doctor 
of divinity, before he is approved by the 
univerſity of Cambridge. 


No flattery,” ſays Lord Cheſterfield, © is 
too groſs for a woman to ſwallow; and he 
might have added, no trifling too inſignifi- 
cant to delight her. 


As a proof of this, I beg leave to mention 
a circumſtance which obtained me the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the counteſs of — when the 
moſt ingenious devices had failed, and at the 
very moment ſhe was in the zenith of power, 
and beheld every eye ſparkling with love 
and admiration of her beauty. 


I had 
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I had watched the glances and gratified 
the deſires of this lady for above a month 
together, with as much ſolicitude and devo- 
tion as a pilgrim at the ſhrine of his ſaint; 
but this elevated beauty was as deaf to my 
ſolicitations, as any ſaint in the calendar to 
the oraiſons of enthuſiaſtic folly. I had ex- 
hibited all the little hypocritical arts of 
inſinuation in vain ; when one day, tired 
and chagrined at her indifference, I caught 
her little favorite child to my breaſt, and 
laviſhed thoſe kiſſes upon his lips which I 
would fain have imprinted upon his mo- 
ther's. The counteſs's eyes ſparkled with 
delight as I embraced her child ; but when 
ſhe ſaw me take my handkerchief from my 
pocket and wipe his noſe, which was dirty, 
ſhe could no longer contain the tenderneſs 
of her heart. I beheld her delight with the 
moſt triumphant ſatisfaction; and, taking 
her at the critical moment, pleaded my 
cauſe with fo much paſſion, tenderneſs, and 
perſuaſion, that ſhe had not power to with- 
ſtand me, and I was gratified to the utmoſt 
extent of my deſires. Thus wiping the 

wet 
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wet noſe of a ſqualling little brat, gained 
me the poſſeſſion of the fineſt woman in 
Europe. 


Before I relate any of thoſe little hiſtories 
of my amours which I intend to throw into. 
this work, I muſt obſerve, that the ſtigma 
uſually caſt upon a woman whole paſſions 
prompt her to deviate from the path of rec- 
titude, partakes in a great meaſure of that 
malevolence and ſpirit of ſatire that almoſt 

every creature in the univerſe levels againſt 
another. People ſeldom trouble themſelves 

with more than a ſuperficial view of things, 
and too often pronounce judgment without 
entering into the merits of the cauſe. 


How often is a woman bound by the 
chain of matrimony to a man, whoſe every 
idea, word, and action, is a wound to the 
feelings of her heart! Inſtead of meeting 

uith ſenſe, delicacy, and tenderneſs; a lover, 
a friend, and a pleaſurable companion in 
a huſband, ſhe may be tired with dulneſs and 
infipidity ; ſhocked with indelicacy, or mor- 
tified 
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tified by indifference. Thus ſituated, ſhe 
will find none to compaſſionate, or even 
underſtand her ſufferings. The world will 
laugh at her delicacies, and call her objec- 
tions chimerical ; but ſhould ſhe take the 
law into her own hands, and revenge her- 
ſelf for the infidelity of her huſband, and 
reap that pleaſure her parents denied her, 
by giving way to the tenderneſs of her 
heart, the world immediately loaths the 
ſound of her voice, and ſhuts her from its 
ſociety. Her footſteps are marked with pol- 
lution, and the very air ſhe breathes is look- 
ed upon as contaminated. Whip me ſuch 
ſtoics, Great Governor of Nature!” and 
give me rather to wear for ever the yoke 
of bondage on my neck, than the weight 
of ſuch fetters on my ſoul! 


I, who was never an advocate for ma- 
trimony, ſtill look upon it as the moſt 
abominable ſpecies of ſlavery ; and in the 
younger part of my life thought it a virtue 
to divert the melancholy moments of. thoſe 

| whoſe 
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whoſe inauſpicious ſtars had placed them 
under its malignant influence, 


Among the many occurrences I have ex- 
perienced of this nature, I cannot avoid the 
temptation I feel to len the following 
— y: 


Some years ago, when I was in America; 
I was introduced one evening at a ball to a 
lady, whoſe beauty, tone of voice, and ex- 
preſſion were the moſt infatuating that can 
poſſibly be conceived. My heart did not 
remain a moment inſenſible to her perfec- 
tions. The inſtant that gave her to my 
eyes impreſſed her image on my ſoul; and 
the converſation of a few minutes ſo entirely 
captivated me, that ſhe could not but diſ- 
cover the almoſt univerſal agitation I was 
thrown into whenever our eyes encountered 
each other, The hours feemed to glide 
imperceptibly away while I hung in a fit 
of tranſport on the muſic of her tongue; 
and when the moment of our ſeparation 

arrived, 


arrived, I thought I beheld a melancholy 
thoughtfulneſs in her aſpect, which ſeemed 


to expreſs all the tenderneſs I could. wiſh 
e155 


I handed her to her carriage; and when 1 
preſſed her hand at bidding her adieu, ſhe 
ſoftly returned the preſſure with a bluſh of 
timidity which ſo entirely faſcinated me, 
that I had not the power to move from the 
ſpot till ſome time after her carriage had 
0 from my e 


It was in vain I endeavoured to cloſe 
my eyes, and flatter myſelf with future 
opportunities. of accompliſhing the defires 
of my heart. The thought of her huſband's 
watchfulneſs, who I had learnt was jealous 
of her to diſtraction, diſturbed my repoſe, 
and placed ſo many obſtacles in the way of 
my felicity, that the night was paſſed in the 
utmoſt torment and agitation. *' 


In the morning I formed a thouſand ro- 


mantic ſchemes to ingratiate mylelf with 
G the 
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the huſband of my miſtreſs; but the ſurly 
and jealous diſpoſition of the brute rendered 
them all impracticable. For about a fort- 
night I remained in the moſt tormenting 
perplexity, being deprived the whole time 
of the ſight of my lovely inamorata. At 
length, however, the'idea occurred to me of 
engaging myſelf in her ſervice, and 1 put It 
in execution in the fallowing manner : 


I ſent for her footman, and, pretending 
that I knew ſome of his connexions, offered 
to take him into my ſervice as my valet-de- 
chambre, and make his ſalary much more 
conſiderable than I knew the: profits of his 
place at that time could poſſibly amount to. 
The fellow immediately cloſed with my 
propoſal; gave in his reſignation, agreeably 
to my deſire, and entered upon his new ems 
mant the ſame day. 


Thus far my ſucceſs was as ſplendid as I 
could wiſh. My next care was to procure 
leave of abſence from my regiment, which 
TI eaſily obtained; and telling my ſervants I 

was 
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was going for ſome time to a diſtant part of 
the country, ordered a few articles of linen, 
&c. to be packed up and conveyed to a place 
I had provided for the purpoſe ; then dreſſ- 
ing myſelf in a ſuit of plain clothes, I pro- 
ceeded to the houſe of my little idol ; and, 
having obtained admiſſion to the preſence 
of her huſband, offered myſelf to him in 
quality of a lacquey. 


This gentleman eyed me with the moſt 
ſuſpicious penetration; but as there was no- 
thing in my appearance he could poſſibly 
object to, after catechiſing me with reſpect 
to the hiſtory of my life (with the ſimple 
circumſtances of which, as I related them to 
him, he ſeemed perfectly ſatisfied), and ex- 
amining one or two diſcharges I had taken 
care to provide for the occaſion, he con- 
deſcended to honor me with his approbation, 
and clothe me in the tinſel livery of my 
obſequious valet. 


The novelty of my ſituation was extremely 
Pleaſant; and the thought of attending 
G2 my 
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my miſtreſs at all hours, and the happineſs 
that ſuch an adventure might in the end 
procure me, made me particularly active 
and attentive to the duties of my function. 


The ſame day I entered on my new em- 
ployment gave me the opportunity I ſo 
long deſired, of gazing upon the beauties 
which had made ſo deep an impreſſion on 
"my heart. This angel, for ſo ſhe certainly 
appeared in my eyes, entered the dining- 
parlour, attended by her huſband ; and 
glancing her eye ſlightly upon me as ſhe 
paſſed, bluſhed, and, turning away her 


head, applied her handkerchief to her face 
to cover her confuſion. y 


This adventure diſconcerted me a little; 
but 1 was ſufficiently maſter of myſelf to 
conceal my emotions, and to wait at table 
with an air of the moſt perfect nonchalance. 
But my miſtreſs was not quite ſo much at 
her eaſe.” She trembled whenever I ap- 
proached her, and avoided as much as 
| Poſſible the meeting of my eyes. She ſpoke 
little, 
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little, ate leſs, and complained of indiſ- 
poſition and a depreſſion of the ſpirits, to 
avoid exciting ſuſpicions in her huſband ; 
who frequently enquired into the cauſe of 
her ſilence, and the variation of ber coun- 
tenance, which was alternately ſpread with 
the moſt faſcinating bluſhes, and the more 


tempered ſhadows of modeſty and con- 
fuſion. | 


To deſcribe the ſituation of my mind 
after I left her preſence, and during the 
whole of the ſucceeding night, would al- 
moſt be impoſſible. I was agitated with 
the moſt tormenting paſſions, the moft 
lively anticipations of felicity, and the moſt 
afflicting doubts and apprehenſions; but in 
the morning I was reſolved to puſh my 
fortune as far as it would go, and leave the - 
reſt to fate. 


| accordingly wrote to the object of my 
deſire in the moſt paſſionate and inſinuating 
terms I could invent. I depicted in the moſt 
lively colours the affection I had conceived 


for 
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for her, the pleaſure I experienced in the 
few hours I was permitted to enjoy her 
converſation, the grief that ſeized upon my 
heart at the moment of our ſeparation, and 
all the various afflictions I had ſuſtained 
from that to the preſent moment. I pointed 
out the romantic hopes of happineſs I had 
conceived, in being permitted to gaze upon 
her, in the tendereſt language; and begged, 
ſince ſhe was devoted to the arms of another, 
and fate had deprived me for ever of the 
{ſweet hope of being united to her, that ſhe 
would not debar me of the only happineſs I 
could enjoy, that of waiting and gazing 
upon her. 


This letter I contrived to deliver ſecretly 
to my lovely miſtreſs during the time ſhe 
was at breakfaſt; and, as I attended her in 
the evening, had the happineſs to receive an 
_ anſwer from her, couched in the moſt de- 

licate and expreſlive terms. 


She pitied the exceſs of my paſſion, chided 
me for my imprudence, hinted at the in- 
felicities 
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folicities of her own ſituation ; yet intreated 
me, if her happineſs was dear to me, to 
give up the romantic idea of continuing as 
her domeſtic ; as it might probably expoſe 
us both to the revenge of a man, whoſe im- 
placability of temper would leave us no 
room to hope for mercy or compaſſion. 


If there had been any doubt of her tri- 
umph over my heart before, this letter 
would have completed her conqueſt. My 
paſſion was now at its height. I wrote to 
her again, and obtained her permiſſion to 
continue in the quality of her footman; and 
as we had but few opportunities of con- 
verſing together, we kept up this little 
epiſtolary correſpondence, and mutually ex- 
— letters every Wy.” 


My aſſiduity and attention in my official 
capacity was extremely pleaſing to my 
maſter, and I ingratiated myſelf ſo much 
into his good graces, that he' looked upon 
me as a fellow of the utmoſt fidelity. He 
ſometimes oondeſcended to honor me with 

1 his 
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his confidence; and the familiarity of his 
behaviour ſoon removed all that reſtraint 
which the nature of my ſituation, and the 
conſciouſneſs of my intentions, had at firſt 
oppreſſed me with. 


Every day now ſoftened the aſperity of 
my maſter's conduct, and every hour gave 
me opportunities of , beholding and con- 
verſing with my lovely miſtreſs. It is but 
natural to ſuppoſe, that a man of my com- 
plexion did not throw away theſe important 
moments. They were employed in the moſt 
delightful ſcience, and the defires of my 
heart were at length crowned with all its 
fondeſt wiſhes had anticipated. - But fortune; 
who had long indulged me in her choiceſt 
pleaſures, was now reſolved to change the 
ſcene, and make me pay a dear price for 


the ieee [ had enjoyed. 


After I had a long time taſted the moſt 
aa fruits of my victory, we were one 
day ſurpriſed, in the midſt of our tendereſt 
careſſes, by the unexpected approach of my 

maſter, 
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maſter, who coming dtrectly to his Wiſe's 
apartment, Juſt allowed” mie time to cteep 
under the bed. The diſorder in Which he 
found llis wife might hive? alarftied a tes 


excuſed her deſhabille, and evaded his fuſpi- 
ons, had he not, by d'bfol&/accident, diſ- 


chvered my legs, whith the tithe had not 
allowed me to conceal IH A proper manner. 
He itntnediately ſeized me by the ankles, 
and drew me out into the middle of the 


room; then thrning to His wife with a ſtern 


countenarice, and f natehing a' ſhort ſabre, 
that hung at the head of his bed, would 
have inſtantly diſpatched her, had I not very 
gallantly ſeized his arm, and with many im- 
precations afferted her ſtrmocetice and my 

own gwilt ; which, however, 1 protelted had 
hithetto gone no farther than defgn. She 


fo well feconded my ple, that he was at 


kngth impoſed upon; and how all his rage 
was directed againſt me. Simple death he 
looked upon as too final a puniſhment, and 
feemed to rack his brain for ſome new and 

anheard-of torture to infli& upon me, which 
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the poor lady was in too great a en to 
diſſuade, him, from executing ; 5 and perhaps, 
if her concern fox me had made her attempt 
it, it would haye Taiſed a jealouly in n not 
afterwards. to be en. 


3 


95 


All the ſervants in.the houſe were * this 
time collected in the chamber; and my 
maſter, pleaſed with the cruel ſuggeſtions of. 
his own mind,; ordered me to be ſeized and 
bound, f wearing that he would do ſevere 
juſtice on me for my criminal intention, and 
prevent. me- from any, danger. of executing, 
15 wicked purpoſe hereafter. ; 

sf was at firſt fo 8 at hearing my bar- 
barous ſentence pronounced, that I had not 
power to oppoſe the decree ;: and was very 
near ſeeing myſelf, like poor Abelard, bound 
to the ſtake, and deprived of all pretenſions 
to manhood. But returning to myſelf at 
the moment of my deſtruction, I leaped 
from the graſp of my aſſaſſins, and, ſeizing a 
red-hot poker, from the fire, brandiſhed it 
over my. head with the moſt determined 
ferocity, 


< 
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ferocity, and with a few ſweeps of my wea- 
pon left all my antagoniſts ſprawling on the 
ground. I did not pauſe a moment to tri- 
umph over the fallen; but locking the door 
after me, to prevent the poſſibility of pur- 
ſuit, I ſtripped off my livery, and, returning 
to my lodgings, aſſumed once more the'ap- 
pearance of a military man. 


Thus ended an adventure that had afford- 
ed me ſome of the moſt delightful hours I 
had ever experienced ; and in ſpite of the 
inconſtancy of my nature, I could not re- 
fleet upon moments that had been ſweet- 
ened with the careſſes of ſo angelic a woman 
without a ſigh of regret ; and to eaſe my 
heart of reflections which deſtroyed its fe- 
licity, I attached myſelf to a little French 
coquette, whole beauty and eccentricities 


were at that time the theme of admira- 
tion. BO 


This lady was of that claſs of volatile 
ſpirits which the Shectator ſo admirably ri- 
dicules under the name of Idols; but as 

H 2 there 
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there are a great variety of theſe pretty 
ſaipts, it is juſtly abſerved, that it would be 
as difficult a taſk. to reckon up the different 
kinds of thele images of idolatrous warſhip, 
as. Milan was to. number thoſe that were 
known in Cauadu, and the lands adioin- 
INS. - 67 WS * | 


Moſt of them are worſhipped, like Mo- 
lach, in fires and flames. Some of them, 
like Baal, love to. ſee their votaries cut and 
ſlaſhed, and ſhedding their blood for them; 
and ſome of them, like the idal in the Apo- 
crypha, muſt have treats and collations pre 
pared for them every night. Their humour 
and extrayagance are prettily deſcribed in a 
tale of Chaucer. He repreſents one of them 
fitting at a table with three of her votaries 
about her, who are all of them courting her 
favor, and paying their adorations. She 
ſmiled upon one, drank to another, and 
trod upon the other's foot, which was under 
the table. Now which of theſe three, ſays 
the old bard, ga. you think was the fa- 

vourite ? 


vourite? In wroth, POR he, not one of all 
the three. 


My lively Pariſi an was exactly of this diſ- 
poſition ; and the ſequel of the ſtory will 
prove how little the fidelity of a coquette is 
to be depended upon. 


At the time I firſt marked her out as the 
object of my pleaſures, ſhe was ſurrounded by 
at leaſt a dozen men, to every one of whom 
ſhe had given the moſt flattering encourage- 
ments, and reaſon to hope the full gra- 
tification of his deſires. But J. who ſaw 
through the wantonneſs of her diſpoſition, 
and the pleaſure ſhe took in exciting the 
jealouſy, and tormenting thoſe who had im- 


prudently declared their attachment to her, 


piqued her pride, and played off with her 
own weapons to ſo much admiration, that 
ſhe would have given the world to ſubdue 
an indifference which ſeemed to ſet her art 
at defiance. In vain ſhe practiſed all the 
little wiles of coquetry and diſſimulation; 1 
maintained my ground with the moſt phi- 

loſophic 
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loſophic reſolution, and baffled by the moſt 
provoking extravagancies all her ſtratagems 
of infinuation, Every hour ſeemed to draw 
forth ſome new caprice in my charater.— 
Alternately tender and indifferent, I carefled 
her at one moment, and neglected her the 
next. I was now all life and ſpirit, and 
now ſullen and unentertaining. With a 
countenance of ſorrow and dejection [ 
would caſt myſelf at her feet, and entreat 
Her, in an ironical tone of voice, to com- 
paſſionate and reward the tenderneſs of my 
affection. In ſhort, I tormented her ſo com- 
pletely, that, to be revenged of me, and at 
length to have the pleaſure of a triumph, ſhe 
gave me the opportunity I had waited for 
with ſo much anxiety, and gratified both 


her own pride and my pleaſure at the ſame 


moment. 


This intercourſe laſted for ſome time, 


and would probably have continued much 
longer, had not a little accident interru pted 
our pleaſures, and put an end to our con- 


nexion. - 
One 


md was a> tf tw we pw mn no: Qu OW 
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One eyening, on my. return from a party 
in the country , with which 1 intended to 
continue a few days longer than I really 
did, 1 propoſed to, myſelf the pleaſure. of, 
going to, her houſe about midnight, and 
ſurpriling l her with my preſence. I entered 
by a little garden- door, of which I had the 
key, and proceeded, Without any noiſe 1 im- 
mediately to her chainber. But what was, 
my ſurpriſe at beholding the little infidel in 
the arms of my gyn footman, whom I had 
permitted, at her requeſt, to conti inue with 
her during the time 1 Was in the WT F 


M y F deprived. me of all 
power of utterance for the moment; but re- 
covering myſelf, I tore the miſcreant from 
the bed, and was proceeding to handle him 
very roughly ; ; when, without appearin g in 
the leaſt diſconcerted, my little traitreſs 
told me, ſhe was amazed at my impertinence 
at taking ſuch liberties with any perſon un- 
der her protection; and gave me to under- 
ſtand, that ſhe had only indulged me with 

the poſſeſſion of her perſon to gratify her 
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own pride; that the novelty of our con- 


nexion was now wore off; that ſhe had 
pleaſed her own inelination in giving way 
to the paſſion of my valet; and concluded 


with begging me wo deßart in plath  Incti= 


mating, at the ſame time, that ſhe muft 
otherwiſe be under the neceflity of collect- 
ing her ſervants, and giving them orders to 
t me out by the window. 8 


* {1 


During this pretty Harahgu * 1 bad eme 
enough to collect my thou its and refolu- 
tion enough to defpiſe her; ſo giving her 
ſhivering paramour a hearty kick or two as 
I retired, I made my exit, and left her to 
the enjoyment of her lover. | 


This adventure occafioned me ſo much 
chagrin and ill-will towards the whole ſex, 
eſpecially that part which takes pride in 
coquetting and ſporting with the feelings of 
every man, that I denounced war againſt 
them without mercy ; and carried on my 
conqueſts with fo 2 rapidity, that I had 


ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely time to reap the fruit of my vic- 
tories. 


In the earlier part of my life I had the 
timidity of a novice about me, in ſpite of all 
my inclination to fucceed, and the examples 
I had daily ſet before my eyes by the induſ- 


try of my cotnpanions ; but I was now tole- 


rably well verſed in the hypocriſy of the 
men, and the weakneſs of the women, and 
joined to a prepoſſeſſing appearance, a moſt 
mvincible deſire to poſlefs every woman emi- 
nent for her beauty and accompliſhments. 


To account for my extraordinary ſucceſs 
is impoſſible, and it appears at this moment 
a myſtery to myſelf. I have ſometimes, 
merely to try how far the language of per- 
fuaſion on one fide, and the weakneſs of 
nature on the other, would prevail on a wo- 
man, ſat down to ſtudy the temper of a 
mind, and indulge it in all its extravagan- 
cites ; and though I have had no other 
deſire but curioſity to gratify in fach an 
attempt, I can ſcarcely remember a ſingle 
1 circum- 
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circumſtance of this nature, in which I have 
not been obliged to yield to the temptation 


of ſeduction | to preſerve "y own repu- 
tation. 


Whatever viſions of virtue philoſophic 
apathy may invent, they can make no im- 
preſſion upon my mind, while the experi- 
ence of ſixty years and upwards, ſupported 
by every faculty I poſſeſs, riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt them. Honor in the poſſeſſion 
of a woman, as one of the ſex has obſerved, 
melts like ice-cream, in the mouth: and I 
would as ſoon truſt to the tenets of Mabomet, 
as to my grandmother's proving virtuous 
againſt a en oF vice. : 


I was once told by a 3 was by 
no means remarkable for her deviations from 
rectitude, that ſhe had repeatedly endea- 
voured to aſſume the prim air of virtue, and 
ſtifle every emotion that was not ſtrictly 
conformable to its dictates; but ſhe can- 
didly acknowled ged that ſhe was always 
baffled i in the attempt, and never had the 
9 = i power 
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power to hold out againſt the temptation of 
pleaſure for three hours together. Virtue 
in a woman is certainly nothing more than 
the ſal mortuorum of the ancient Romans, 
whoſe beams ſerved only to give a faint 
mock-glimmering to the ghoſts that wander 
on the ſide of Charor's ferry, and like an 
ignis fatuus to miſlead them up and down in 
the dark ſuburbs of Elyſium. 


It is prettily obſerved, and juſtified by ex- 
perience, that the virtues of man are writ- 


ten in ſand, and the record of his perfections 


may be deſtroyed by the firſt blaſt of the 


zephyr; but that his vices are engraven on 
tablets of braſs, and are never to be expunged. 


The latter, like the heads of the Hydra, ſhoot 
forth with new vigor as ſoon as they are 
deſtroyed: but the vital ſpark of the former 
may be extinguiſhed in a moment; and not 
unaptly compared to the Venetian treaſure; 
which being once ſhewn to the Spaniſh am- 
baſſador in many coffers of ſilver, gold, and 


jewels, the wiſe Caſtilian deſiring to ſee the 


bottom of theſe wealthy cheſis turned up, 
12 when 
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when it was done, made this remark 


Your riches baue no roots, nor grow, like thoſe 
my maſter doth poſſeſs in'the Indies. 


The boaſted excellencies and 8 
of morality are much of the ſame nature. 
No traditional chemiſtry of men can revive 
the ſoul, or call forth a virtue from a heart 
tinged with vice, and branded with imper- 
fection. Perhaps ſome theological Para- 
celſus, Helmont, or Arabian Ifriqui, may from 


the aſhes of an original flower raiſe the fan- 


taſtic form of it again, that is, the colour and 
contexture of the leaves; but none of them 
is able to beſtow the vital ſap, the ſeminal 
juice, the inward virtue of the once proſper- 
ous and flouriſhing vegetable. No mortal 
can repair what Adam once deſtroyed. That 

Protoplaſt and his wife have ruined us all. 


I have ſometimes myſelf, in the midſt of 
my moſt licentious ſcenes, fat down to ex- 
amine and imitate the boaſted lovelineſs of 
virtue; and in one of. theſe fits actually re- 
lolved to renounce my follies, and marry 

ſome 
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ſome little ignoramus, whoſe fortune might 
enable me to live like a gentleman, and re- 
pair the former extravagancies of my lite, 


In this idea, I made my firſt addreſſes to 
a young lady in the country ; and things 
went on moſt ſwimmingly, till the old 
put, her father, happening to hear that I 
had been ſtrongly ſuſpected of crim. con. 
with the Counteſs of , forbad me his 
houſe, and within a fortnight after gave his 
daughter, with twenty thouſand pounds, to 
a roaring fox-hunter in the neighbourhood. 


I made my next applications to a widow, 
and attacked her fo briſkly, that I thought 
myſelf within a fortnight of her. As I 
waited upon her one morning, ſhe told me 
that ſhe intended to keep her ready- money 
and jointure m her own hands, and defired 
me to call upon her attorney, who would 
adjuſt with me what it was proper for me to 
add to it. I was ſo rebuffed by this over- 
ture, that I never enquired either for her or 
her attorney afterwards. | 

| A few 
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A few days after I addreſſed myſelf to the 
moſt innocent-looking little creature in the 
univerſe. I danced with her, ſung to her, 
told her pretty ſtories from the Fairy Tales, 
ſqueezed her hand, ſaid all the ſoft things 
I could invent, and gained her permiſſion to 
open the affair to her father. But as I went 
one day to the houſe in order to break the 
matter to him, I found the whole family in 
confuſion ; and heard, to my ſurpriſe and 
mortification, that Miſs Louiſa had that 
very morning run away with the butler, by 
whom ſhe had been with child ſix months 
before. 


After this I laid ſiege to four heireſſes 
ſucceſſively, and was as happy as I could 
poſſibly wiſh in their good opinion; but I 
don't know how it came to paſs, though I 
leldom failed of getting the daughter's con- 
ſent, I could never in my life get = old 
people on my fide. 


My next attempt was highly promiſing of 
ſucceſs; and I ſnould certainly have accom- 


pliſhed 
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pliſned my point at laſt, with a very pretty 
brunette, and a ſplendid fortune, had I not 
been fool enough to put her virtue to the 
teſt, I preſſed for a premature enjoyment, 
and ſhe had not the reſolution to oppoſe 
me. In ſhort, ſhe admitted me to her bed the 
night before we were to have been married, 
and my bonor would not permit me to unite 
myſelf to her after ſuch a fauz pas. This was 
the deareſt pleaſure I ever enjoyed — Her 
fortune was at leaſt thirty thouſand pounds. 


My laſt effort was upon an old woman 
eaten up with the gout, pally, and a firong 
aſthmatic cough, whom I had certainly borne 
away .with flying colours, if her relations 
had not come pouring in to her aſſiſtance 
from all parts of England; nay, I believe 
I ſhould: have got her at laſt, had ſhe not 
been ſuddenly carried off by a hard froſt 
and a violent fit of the cholic. 


My want of ſucceſs in theſe arduous un- 
dertakings difguſted me ſo much, that for 
that time 1 gave up all thoughts of matri- 
. mony; 
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mony; and joining the companions of my 
former pleaſures, I bound my temples witli 
chaplets of myrtle and roſes, as the merry 
fellows among the ancients are deſcribed, 
and ſought once more the {miles of diſfipation; 
or, to expreſs it more delicately in the words 
of Monſieur de Fontenelle,—des graces = 
rient, et des amours qui | foldtrent. 


u in ſcenes, of this kind alone that the 
ſource of pleaſure is obſerved never to grow 
dry; in all other ſituations of life there is 
ſome little drawback on our felicity, ſome 
perplexing circumſtance which deſtroys our 
proſpect, inverts the mirror, and ſhews the 
dark ſhade of the picture to the eye. But 
in the happy vacuty of thought, and variety 
of pleaſures, which diffipation procures, a 
man has not time to grow ſtupid in his en- 
joyments. His deſires and gratifications 
almoſt accompany one another, and leave 
him no room to repine in that expectation 
of pleaſure, Which the dilatory tempers of 
women very often excite im the more calm 
and retired ſcenes. of the world. 


'This 
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This tormenting propenſity in women is 
moſt admirably rallied in the Spectator, 
where a brother of the coif complains, that 
he began his ſuit viceſimo nono Caroli Secundi, 
before he had been a twelvemonth at the 
Temple; that he proſecuted it for many 
years after he was called to the bar; that 
at preſent he is a ſerjeant at law; and not- 
withſtanding he hoped matters would have 
been long ſince brought to an iſſue, the Fair 
One ſtill demurs. This ſpirit of demurring 
ſeemed to prevail ſo much at that time, 
that another gentleman declares, that he 
had been playing bo-peep with his miſ- 
treſs till ſhe had grown as grey as a cat, 
had not a tooth in her head, and was 
changed from a pretty hoyden of a girl into 
a good motherly ſort of a woman. And I 
actually knew a lady myſelf, who per- 
mitted a man to court for one-and-twenty 
years before ſhe conſented to marry him, 
and had deferred it for fourteen years, as 
ſhe afterwards declared, merely becauſe 
ine could not prevail upon any of her young 

K married 
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married friends to let her into the ſecret of 
ſuch a connexion. 


Ladies of this diſpoſition ſhould recollect, 
that life is not long enough for a coquette 
to play all her tricks in. A timorous wo- 
man drops into her grave before ſhe has 
done deliberating. Were the age of man 
the ſame that it was before the Flood, a 
lady might ſacrifice half a century to Aa 
ſcruple, and be two or three ages in de- 
murring. Had ſhe nine hundred years 
good, ſhe might hold out to the converſion 
of the Jetos, before the thought fit to be 
prevailed upon. But, alas ! ſhe ought to 
play her part in haſte, when ihe conſiders 
that ſhe is ſuddenly to quit the ſtage, and 


make room for others. 


This is a maxim I have ever preached, 
and ever practiſed ; and in the hey-day of 
my blood, I looked upon a day's loſs in a 
matter of intrigue, with as much regret as 
the Emperor of Rome expreſſed, when 

once 
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once recollecting he had done no good ac- 
tion during the day, he laid his hand upon 
his breaſt, and exclaimed, I bave loſt a day. 


My anxiety to employ my hours in the 
earlier part of my life, was ſo very great, 
that I had frequently two or three affairs of 
gallantry upon my hands at the ſame time; 
but this is an ambition I would not adviſe 
every man to covet, as it is attended with a 
conſiderable degree of danger and per- 
plexity. The tormenting jealouſy of a 
woman who imagines. ſhe has a right to 
your perſon, is putting her continually on 
her watch ; and it ſhe diſcovers the ſmalleſt 
infidelity on your part, ſhe either perſecutes 
you with her complaints and ſuſpicions, or 
invents ſome diabolical method to be re- 
venged. I have had frequent apprehen- 
fions of entangling myſelf 'in theſe ſnares, 
and occaſion for all my ingenuity to ſilence 
the jealouſy of one, counteract the coquetry 
of another, and ſtifle the tormenting tond- 
neſs of a third, 
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This infidelity and diſſimulation in a man 
is certainly imprudent, if not.culpable. It 
expoſes him to a thouſand little inconve- 
niences that are inconceivably diſtreſſing; 
and the woman that can contrive an inno- 
cent method of revenge for ſuch incon- 
ſtancy, is nn to be admired. 


I met with a little ſtory of Monfieur Pons 
tignan the other day, which ſets this matter 
in ſo pleaſant a point of view, that I cannot 
help quoting it, and ſhall give it to the 
reader in the words I find it wanted * 
my voy. 


4 


When I was in the country, * be, laſt 
ſummer, I was often in company with a 
couple of charming women, who had all 
the wit and beauty one cquld deſire in 
female companions, with a daſh of coque- 
try, that from time to time gave me a great 
many agreeable torments. I was, after 
my way, in love with both of them; and 


had ſuch frequent opportunities of pleading 


my Paſſion to them when they were aſunder, 
that 
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that I had reaſon to hope for particular fa- 
vours from each of them. 


As I was walking one evening in my 
chamber, with nothing about me but my 
night-gown, they both came into my room, 
and told me they had a very pleaſant trick 
to put upon a gentleman that was in the 
lame houſe, provided I would bear a part 
in it. Upon this they told me ſuch a plau- 
fible ſtory, that I laughed heartily at their 
contrivance, and agreed to do whatever 
they ſhould require of me. They imme- 
diately began to ſwaddle me up in my 
night-gown with long pieces of linen, 
which they folded about me till they had 
wrapt me in above an hundred yards of 
ſwathe : my arms were preſſed to my ſides, 
and my legs cloſed together by io many 
wrappers, one over another, that I looked 
like an Egyptian mummy. 


* I ſtood bolt upright upon one =D 
in this antique figure, one of the ladies 
| burſt 
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burſt out a-laughing: And now, Pbn< 
tignan,” ſays ſhe, „we intend to perform 
the promiſe that we find you have ex- 
torted from each of us. You have often 
alked the favour of us; and I dare ſay you 
are a better bred cavalier than to refufe-to 
go to bed to two ladies that deſire it of 
you.” | 

After having ſtood a fit of laughter, I 
begged them to uncaſe me, and do with me 
what they pleaſed. * No, no,” ſay they, 
we like you very well as you are ;” and 
upon that, ordered me to be carried to one 
of their houſes, and put to bed in all my 
ſwaddles. . 


The room was lighted up on all ſides, 
and I was laid very decently between a pair 
of ſheets, with my head, which was indeed 
the only part I could move, upon a very high 
pillow; this was no ſooner done, but my 
two female friends came into bed to me in 
their fineſt night- clothes. | 
You 
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You may eaſily gueſs the condition of a 
man that ſaw a couple of the moſt beautiful 
women in the world undreſt and a-bed with 
him, without being able to ſtir hand or 
foot. I begged them to releaſe me, and 
ſtruggled all I could to get looſe ; which I 
did with ſo much violence, that about mid- 
night they both leaped out of the bed, cry- 
ing out they were undone. But, ſeeing me 
ſafe, they took their poſts again, and re- 
newed their raillery. | 


Finding all my prayers and endeavours 
were loſt, I compoled myſelf as well as I 
could; and told them, that if they would 
not unbind me, I would fall aſleep between 
them, and by that means diſgrace them for 
ever. But, alas! this was impoſſible; could 
I have been diſpoſed to it, they would have 
prevented me by ſeveral ill-natured careſſes 
and endearments which they beſtowed upon 
me. As much devoted as I am to woman- 
kind, 1 would not paſs ſuch another night 
to be maſter of the whole ſex. 


| My 
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My reader will doubtleſs be curious to 
know what became of me the next morn- 
ing. Why, truly, my bed-fellows left me 
about an hour before day, and told me, if 
I would be good and he ſtill, they would 
ſend ſomebody to take me up as ſoon as it 
was time for me to riſe: accordingly about 
nine o'clock in the morning an old woman 
came to unſwathe me: I bore all this very 
patiently, being reſolved to take my re- 
venge of my tormentors, and to keep no 
meaſures with them as ſoon as I was at li- 
berty; but upon aſking my old woman 
what was become of the two ladies, ſhe told 
me ſhe believed they were by that time 
within fight of Paris, for that they went 
away in a coach and fix before five o'clock 
in the Pn | 


Such was the mortifying end of poor 
Monſieur Pontignan's amours; and I think 
the ladies, whoever they were, ought to be 
immortalized for their happy invention, and 
reſolution in putting their ſtratagem in exe- 
cution. 


This 
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This ſtory puts me in mind of an adven- 
ture that once happened to a brother officer 
of mine, who paid his court to a moſt beau- 
tiful woman, and withal a coquette of the 
firſt order. My adventurous friend was of 
the moſt diminutive ſize, and his miſtreſs, 
on the contrary, ſo very tall, that when 
they appeared together, they were no bad 
reſemblance of the caricature of the ſexes in 
diſguiſe. After a very long attendance, &c. 
my little hero at length prevailed on his 
miſtrefs to gratify his deſires; but in a nota 
bene to the articles of capitulation ſhe had 
the wickedneſs to inſert the following mali- 
cious clauſe :—That, before ſhe ſurrendered, 
their great toes ſhould be tied together. 1 need 
not add that this article entirely ruined the 
project. 


This ſpecies of coquetry may be very en- 
tertaining on the one fide, but is certainly 
very perplexing on the other, as indeed I 
have ſometimes experienced. I remember 1 
once attached myſelf to an untractable ſpirit 


L (for 
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(for ſhe could not bear the groſs idea of hav- 
ing any thing of the animal at all about her), 
that was all ſentiment, ſoul, and ſublimity. 
This, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
was the gamut of her paſſions; and ſhe would 
play me as many tunes upon theſe three 
words, as Handel himſelf ever drew from the 
keys of a piano forte. 


Her pretty lips were continually uttering 
precepts of morality ; her ſoul recoiled at. 
the moſt diſtant idea of ſenſual pleaſure ; 
and I have ſeen her almoſt in a fit of hyſte- 
rics at the bare thought of the ſmalleſt con- 
nexion between the ſexes. She had written 
an eflay upon the generation of the vegetable 
world, and uſed continually to lament the 
death of ſome ancient naturaliſt, whoſe la- 
borious ſtudies had once diſcovered a more 
innocent way of propagation for the human 
ſpecies ; but, it ſeems, his tables unfortu+ 
nately falling into his wife's hands, the groſs 
creature, alarmed at the doctrine they con- 
tained, threw them into the fire. 


This 
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This little viſionary kept me in play for 
fome time ; but I at length found means, in 
one auſpicious moment, to overthrow her. 
principles, and deſtroy her whole ſyſtem of 
felf-denial at a blow. 


In caſting my eye over what I have writ- 
ten, I find I have indulged myſelf much 
longer than I mtended in relating ſome of 
the ſcenes of the former part of my life ; 
but it is now time that I ſhould put an end 
to fuch trifling, and enter upon a hiſtory of 

events of a much later date, and by which 

_ the ariolity of the world has been excited. 


It cannot have eſcaped the reader's obſer- 
vation, that, in the picture of my life, I 
have omitted the repreſentation of one ob- 
je, which is generally eſteemed the prin- 
cipal figure in a domeſtic drawing : I mean 
my wife: This ſoleciſm in point of attention 
is not to be imputed to any want of reſpect 
towards that lady. My dear Mrs. G—— 
knows that I have the utmoſt veneration for 
her virtues, and the tendereſt affection for 

L 2 her 
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her perſon: but after the commiſſion of ſo 
great a folly as matrimony, the beſt thing 
a man can do is to caſt a ſhade over it, as 
Ham and Japhet did over the nakedneſs of 

their father, and conceal it if poſſible from 
the knowledge of the world. It is now too 
late, I confeſs, for me to ſcreen myſelf be- 
neath ſuch a cloak. Mrs. G has already 
publiſhed our union to the world, and I 
might juſtly be accuſed of rudeneſs and 
want of gallantry, were J to deny a con- 
nexion with ſo charming a woman. Her 
ſprightly. wit has beguiled the inſipidity of 
many an hour (for ſhe certainly is a woman 
of extraordinary genius, though ſhe has the 
modeſty to deny it); and it is to her happy 
invention and romantic enterpriſes that I 
may attribute the downfall of my family, 
and the honour I have acquired in becom- 
ing the laughing-ſtock of the nation. 


It would be impertinent in me to repeat 
the well-told ſtory my. dear Mrs. G 
has already given to the public; but it may 
not be unintereſting to make a few com- 

ments 
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ments upon it, and rectify ſome little miſ- 
takes which crept into it, and {till wear an 
air of myſtery to the world. 


Mrs. G— „in her relation of thoſe 
{range circumſtances which blew up the 
credit of my houſe, forgot to mention that 
they originated in the pride and ambition of 
her own heart. She forgot to obſerve, with 
what a world of endearments, and, if 1 
may ſo ſay, what a cataraf of eloquence 
ſhe, upon my appointment to the command 
of a regiment, pointed out the increaſe of 
my revenue, and the ſplendors that ought 
to encircle, to ule her own expreſſion, a 
general of the firſt magnitude. She for- 
got to declare, that theſe and the like ſo- 
licitations drew me from my retirement in 
the country, into the vortex of faſhion, 
and placed me in an elegant houſe in St. 
James's Place, with a new equipage ſet 
forth in the moſt modiſh ſtyle, and a crowd. 


of valets, grooms, and lacqueys of every 
deſcription, 


Thus 
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Thus far the deſires of this amiable lady 
were accompliſhed ; but as ſhe wiſely fore- 
ſaw a ſcene of ſuch ſplendor could not be 
long ſupported upon the profits of a regi- 
ment (my eſtate being long ere the period 
I am ſpeaking of mortgaged for very near 
its value), ſhe reſolved to make the moſt of 
her daughter's beauty, and confirm the dig- 
nity of her family by the ſame means that it 
originally acquired its moſt ag marks 
of diſtinction. | : 


With this praiſe-worthy intention; Miſe 
G——, dreſt as fine as a little princeſs; was 
ſent to court, and introduced at all the 
faſhionable ronts and hurricanes in town; 
with ſtri&t orders from her prudent mother 
to avoid all acquaintance and familiarity 
with gentlemen beneath a certain rank, and 
not to dance, ogle, or even permit her little 
finger to be preſt by any perſon that was 
not heir-apparent to an earldom at leaſt, 

Theſe injunctions were, I believe, ſtrict- 
ly adhered to, and ſeemed to meet with 

Fo _ tolerable 
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tolerable ſucceſs; for Mrs. G——, drawing 
me aſide one morning, with the moſt faſci- 
nating vein of pleaſantry and good humour 
let me into the whole of their plan, and ſet 
it in ſo plauſible a point of view, that I 
looked upon the thing as already done ; but 
when ſhe told me, a few days after, that 
my daughter had made a complete conqueſt 
of her couſin, the Marquis of L——, that 
mutual declarations of fidelity had paſſed 
between them, and that, in ſhort, there was 
nothing but the Duke of A——'s conſent 
requiſite to put the laſt hand to the bu- 
ſineſs; I was elated with the moſt auſpi- 
cious anticipations of joy, and could not 
help ſaluting my dear Mrs. G s im- 
maculate * as the future Marchioneſs 
of L 


I was naturally anxious, to learn the pro- 
greſs of this amour, which ſeemed to pro- 
miſe ſo much proſperity to my family, and 
was not a little ſurpriſed to find that an en- 
tire change in the buſineſs had taken place 
in the courſe of a few days; that the Mar- 

quis 


8 YHE LIFE or 


quis of B—— had been put in ro ten to 
the Marquis of L——; and that it was a 
point not entirely decided upon between the 
ladies, which of the two Marquiſſes ſhould 
be honoured with the preference. As this 
was a matter of etiquette, in which they in- 
fiſted I had no right to interfere, I gave up 
the point ; only begging that I might have: 
the earlieſt intelligence of their choice, 


Matters continued in this ſituation for 
ſome time, when I was given to underſtand 
that the Marquis of L——, who it was at 
length agreed upon ſhould be accepted, was 
not ſo urgent in the buſineſs as formerly ; 
that it would be, therefore, neceſſary to en- 
courage the Marquis of B——, in order to 
awaken the jealouſy of his rival, and by 
that means bring the affair to a happy and 
ſpeedy concluſion, 


As this was an innocent piece of co- 
quetry, I thought it very adviſable to put 
it in execution, and a ſtrong flirtation, as I 
was informed, immediately commenced.— 


The 
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The plot now began to thicken, and the 
denouement to take place. The Marquis of 
L was ſtill backward, and there was 
only one way te bring him to the point de- 
fired; and that was, according to my dear 
Mrs. Gs opinion, to write a few paſ- 
ſionate epiſtles to her daughter, with the 
ſignature of the Marquis of B-—, and 
diſpoſe of them in ſuch a manner that they 
might fall into his rival's- hands, and thus 
leave him no alternative. 


I was now too far engaged in the buſinefs 
to recede, of boggle at trifles; I therefore 
pave my eonſent and-affiſtance in the affair. 
The letters were written in Mrs. G8 
beſt manner; and might probably have met 
with the moſt flouriſhing ſueceſs, had not 
ſome evil ſpirit counteracted our deſign, 
and, by conveying ſome intimation of the 
plan to the Marquis of B——, ruined hs 
mae project at a blow. | 


| The matter now — the det 


and theme of ſcandal of every faſhionable | 
M tea- 
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tea-table in town. It was canvaſſed by per- 
ſons of every deſcription; ſarcaſms made 
their appearance as periodically as the newſ- 
papers of the day; and I found it neceſſary 
to make ſome grand effort to extricate my- 
ſelf from the buſineſs, and preſerve my re- 
putation unſullied. 


For this purpoſe, I TOP a grand 
council of the whole family; and it was 
unanimouſly agreed upon, that I ſhould 
pretend ignorance on the occaſion look 
upon the Marquis of B-—'s imaginary pro- 
Poſals as having actually taken place and 
write to the Duke of M—— for an expla- 
nation of his ſon's conduct. We eaſily fore- 
ſaw that an ecclairciſſement of this nature 
would open the eyes of the world, and oc- 
caſion a total revolution in the family. But 
this we were content to bear—it was only 
for me to renounce, in appearance, my wife 
and daughter, and keep the ſecret on which 
all the politics of our little commonwealth 
| 3 Affairs _ thus tettled, every 
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ment; and I need not tell the world, that 
the reſult of my application to the Duke of 
M , was a poſitive denial of the know- 
ledge of any intended connexion between 
the families on his part, and an abſolute 
refuſal of my daughter on that of his ſon. 


There was now only one part of our pro- 
ject unexecuted, and that I very ſoon per- 
formed, by turning, in a ſeeming rage, 
my wife and daughter out of doors, as it 
had been previouſly agreed upon in full 
Diet. This motion completely puzzled the 
wiſeacres of the town, who now unanimouſly 


pronounced in my favor, and imagined I 


had been as egregiouſly impoſed upon as 
they actually were. But, though I had 
thus ſecured my own reputation for the pre- 
ſent, I ſoon found it neceſſary to compound 
the matter with my amiable ſpouſe, who felt 
a little impatient under the obloquy and 


ill- natured inſinuations of the world, and 
intimated her reſolution of publiſhing the 


whole truth, if I put in the ſmalleſt objection 
againſt her palliating and ſoftening the mat- 
M 2 ter 
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ter in the prettieſt manner ſhe could. This 
would have been confuſian worſe confounded, 

and adding to the criminality of the buſineſs 
with a vengeance ; I was therefore obliged 
to give her a carte blanche, and full permiſ- 
ſion to blacken my character as much as 
might be conſiſtent with her plan, provided 
only that ſhe did not tauch upon the real 
truth of the affair; and it muſt be confeſſed 


that ſhe has handled her pencil with the ut- 
moſt dexterity, and laid on her colours with 


2 moſt liberal hand. 


With reſpe& to the introduction of 
Captain and Mrs. B-—, and the part al- 
lotted them in this buſineſs, I cannot help 


ſaying but that I think my dear Mrs. 


G——'s a little too ſevere. She ſhould 


have remembered that I had no power over. 


the reputation of my friends, and that my 


permiſſion to indulge her fancy on this ſub- 


ject was not meant to extend any farther 
than the limits of her own family. This 
gentleman and lady ought to have been 

ſacred: 
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facred : 7 acted as friends to the family, 
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* * as 2 it was certainly 
very unmerciful in Mrs. G to treat 


them with ſo much cruelty, after having 
given us theſe proofs of their friendſhip, and 
indination to promote our welfare. 


I have thus explained this ſeeming myſ- 
tery, not much to my own credit, I con- 
ſeſs; but I have no longer any intereſt 
in deceiving the world, and look upon its 
applauſe, at preſent, as of very little conſe- 
quence to my peace. Mrs. G may 
plume herſelf upon the chaftity of her dic- 
tion, and the novelty of her ſtyle, which is 
certainly well calculated to ſet off a bad 
caule ; but I hope I ſhall not be leſs cre- 

dited 
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dited in a round unvarniſhed tale, that cans 
not boaſt the aid of ſuch brilliant orna- 
ments. 


I have now only one more adventure to 
relate ere I cloſe the ſcene of my life ; and 
could have wiſhed that the evening of my 
days had not been marked with an event, 
that even I cannot ſurvey without ſome bit- 
ter reflections on the depravity of human 
nature. HEL | $9) 


When. I obtained the command of the 
regiment in the beginning of the 
year 1788, I firſt became acquainted with 
Mr. D—— of Solio- ſquare, who undertook 
to clothe 1t for me upon much more liberal 
terms than any other perſon in his line of 
buſineſs. The polite attention of this gen- 
tleman was highly flattering to a man of 
my diſpoſition; and as I foreſaw his purſe 
might prove very ſerviceable to me in caſe 
of neceſlity, I took care to cultivate his 
friendſhip with the utmoſt ſolicitude. 


My 
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My endeavours were not thrown away, 
Every attention on my fide was repaid 
with politeneſs and hoſpitality on his, and 
in a ſhort time I beheld myſelf on a very 
familiar footing in his houſe. Upon my 
coming to town and ſettling in St. James's 
Place, a more intimate connex1on took place 
between the families. The ladies viſited; 
and as often as the gout and a complication 
of other diſorders would permit me, I uſed 
to lounge away the morning in chatting 
with Mrs. D-—, whoſe beauty, youth, and 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition were eminently cal- 
ET 1 2 man of my taſte. 


This connexion was, for a kia time, per- 
fectly innocent on my ſide. I had a deſire 
to, poſſeſs her, it is true; but as I was then 
reduced to my crutches, and ſcarcely able 
to hobble from one end of the room to the 
other without aſſiſtance, I had not the va- 
nity to believe that the perſuaſion of my 
tongue, however practiſed in diſſimulation, 
could ever ſeduce a woman who had ſcarcely 
attained her twentieth year, from the arms 
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of one of the handſomeſt men in London, 
to careſs me in age and decrepitude, and 
with all my imperfeftions on my bead. But 
yet, in ſpite of theſe difadvantages, which 
would have been ſufficient to diſcourage any 
other man, and my inclination to be vir- 
tuous for once in. my life—that depravity 
of mind and libidinous turn of my affec- 
tions, which united to betray me, from al- 
moſt the firſt hour of my-exiſtence to the 
preſent moment, into ſore criminal extra- 
vagance or another, ſoon conquer uered the 
faint efforts of expiring virtue, and left me 
a prey to the moſt ungracious and ſeductive 
paſſions that ever diſturbed the Peaceful 
tenor of the heart. | 


; Worn 1 diſeaſed, 454 a 11 
Was, I had not the ſtrength to ſubdue the 
importunity of my- deſires, or - baniſh the 
language of ſeduction from my tongue. But 
in the midſt of theſe deteſtable emotions; 
my thoughts were diverted from the ohject 
of my purſuit, by the perplexing cireum- 
ſtances of my daughter's amours, the happy 

effects 
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effects of my dear Mrs. G——'s fruitful 
invention. 


The reſult of that buſineſs reduced me to 
the greateſt extremity, The report of the 
revolution that had taken place in my fa- 
mily had ſcarcely reached the ears of the 
public, but my tradeſmen came flocking in 
from every quarter, and demanded pay- 
ment of their ſeveral debts. Money I had 
nane—my eſtate, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, was mortgaged till it would mort- 
gage no more—my noble friends, my digni- 
fied relations, all looked upon me as an 

injured man, and pitied, moſt ſincerely pitied 
my eaſe, They adviſed me to let my houſe, 
diſmiſs my ſervants, and diſcharge my 
debts ; but it was unfortunately a time of the 
year when their rents did not become due, 
and they of courſe could not oblige me with 
any pecuniary aſſiſtance; the want of which 

entrely ruined the project their good ad- 

vice had laid for my advantage ; for I could 

neither leave my houſe, diſmiſs my ſervants, 

nor t my debts. 
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In this dilemma I had no other alterna- 
tive than to apply to the uſurers, .jews, and 
pickpockets of the town. Thele gentle- 
men's propoſals were as liberal as one might 
expect from the villany of their profeſſion. 
They were to ſupply me with eighteen hun- 
dred pounds to ſilence the moſt clamorous 
of my creditors, and allow me an annuity of 
three hundred pounds, for which they were 
to receive the full profits of my regiment ; 
amounting upon an average to Nine Hundred 
Pounds per annum. | 


When the inſtruments which were to de- 
prive me for ever of the income of my re- 
giment were prepared, and I was on the 
Point of ſigning them, Mr. D , whom 
I affected to treat with the utmoſt con- 
fidence, ſhocked at the ruin which threaten- 
ed me, took the pen from my hand, and 
declared his reſolution to ſupply me himſelf 
with any money I might have occaſion for ; 
and, calling my creditors together, paid 
them their demands, to the amount of Two 
| Thouſand Pounds. 


As 
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As this gentleman had done me one 
kindneſs, he was reſolved not to leave me 
till he had rendered my ſituation as com- 
fortable as poſſible. He accordingly diſ- 
miſſed my ſervants, and diſpoſed of my 
houſe; and as I was then in the moſt de- 
plorable ſituation, and tormented with the 
moſt afflicting diſeaſes, he invited me to 
Soho-ſ{quare, and permitted me to continue 
in his family for near two months, till I 
was ſufficiently recovered to bear the fatigue 
of moving, and a comfortable lodging had 
been provided for my reception. 


It may be juſtly ſaid, that a life of grati- 
tude, devoted to the ſervice of ſuch a man, 
could ſcarcely repay him for ſuch exalted and 
diſintereſted friendſhip; but my heart, ſhut 
to the tender feelings of humanity, and 
hardened in the moſt depraved ſcenes of the 
world againſt every ſentiment of gratitude, 
ſought but the gratification of its own unjuſt 
deſires, and means to accompliſh the infeli- 
city and diſhonour of my benefactor, 


Ne Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ds politeneſs and good-nature - 
made her very often ſacrifice engagements 
of a more agreeable nature to the pleaſure 
of being my companion, during the time I 
reſided in Soho-{quare ; and I was too well 
verſed in the art of inſinuation not to im- 
prove thoſe moments to the utmoſt advan- 
tage. Strange as it may appear, I found 
her heart by no means in vulnerable; and in 
a very ſhort time ſaw my diabolical deſigns 
attended with ſo much ſucceſs, that her re- 
luctant virtue yielded to the force of my 
perſuaſion, and in one moment I levelled 
all thoſe flattering hopes of happineſs which 
her huſband had promiſed to himſelf in the 
entire poſſeſſion of her affections. 


Mr. D—;, little ſuſpecting what a ſer- 
pent he was folbring in his breaſt, ſtill 
continued his attention to my eale and wel- 
fare, and gave me a general invitation to 
his. houſe, where I uſed conſtantly to dine, 
&c. when I had no particular engagement 
elſewhere. I was by this means enabled 
to indulge my paſlion for Mrs. D | 


all 
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all its licentiouſneſs, and repay the friend- 
ſhip of a man I was bound almoſt to adore, 


with the groſſeſt violations of beneficence 
and hoſpitality “. 


Bleſt, if I may fo ſay, in the laſt ſcene of 
my life, with the careſſes of a woman formed 
to faſcinate the ſoul, my felicity knew no 
interruption ; and when Mr. Ds family 
removed for the ſummer to their houſe at 
Eaſt-Sheen, I {till found myſelf a welcome 
gueſt, and uſed regularly to make one of a 
party every Sunday at his table. As Mr. 
D was generally at home all day on 
Sunday, my opportunities of holding any 


*The treatment this gentleman received at my hands 
cannot, perhaps, be better exemplified than by repeating 
the complaint of a poor Swiſs, who had been repaid for 
his hoſpitality to an ungrateful ſoldier, by the commiſſion 
of the crimes enumerated in the following ſimple though 
expreffive tale, pronounced before the delinquent in the 
preſence of his officers. © May it pleaſe your honors, 
dis ſhenteman come into my houſe—he eater my meat 
he drinker my drink—he picker my purſe—he* * 


my wife—he b**ger mine n he kicker me down 
ſtairs !“ 
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particular converſation with his wife were 
very confined ; but as he uſed to drive to 
town on Monday morning with rather more 
expedition than I did, .it was my cuſtom to 
let him paſs me on the road ; and, after we 
had ſaluted each other, to order my carriage 
to wheel to the right about, and bear me 
back to the arms of my impatient dulcinea. 

In 'this manner I uſed to enjoy the moſt 
delightful pleaſures ; but the impoſſibility, as 
I thought, of being diſcovered; rendered me 
imprudent, and I had very nearly expoſed 
myſelf to the thing I moſt dreaded by a too 
frequent repetition of theſe viſits. 


One day in particular, while I was indulg- 
ing myſelf as uſual, Mr. D was ſeen 
riding towards the houſe, and had, by the 
time he was firſt obſerved, approached ſo 
near as to prevent the poſſibility of an 
eſcape. My ſituation at this alarm was in- 
conceivably diſtreſſing ; but my dear little 
friend, with infinite preſence of mind, 
inſtantly ſummoned her confidential maid, 

and, 
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and, delivering me to her care, ordered her 
to diſguiſe me in any manner ſhe could in- 


vent, to prevent my perſon from being 
known. 


This faithful abigail immediately led me 
to the nurſery, and in leſs than two minutes 
huddled me into a brown camblet gown, an 
old ragged petticoat, a coloured apron, a 
grealy ſilk handkerchief, and a mob cap.— 
Thus equipped, I ſeated myſelf in an eaſy 
chair, with a young child on my lap, in the 
character of the nurſe's mother, and, with a 
pap-ſpoon inſtead of a truncheon in my 
hand, waited the approach of the enemy. 


The deception took to a miracle. Mr. 
D—— came into the room, and, little ima- 
gining a general officer of Great Britain 
could be diſguiſed in the ſhape of an old 
woman, paſſed without the ſmalleſt ſuſpi- 
cion ; and as ſoon as I received intelligence 


that he was ſafely ſeated in the parlour, I 


ſubmitted to be led in this horrid trim, like 


Sir John Falſtaff in the Merry Wives of 
Windſor, 
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Windſor, through all the blind corners and 
back ſtairs in the houſe, till I came to a 
poſtern gate, and got into an unfrequented 
lane, where my carriage uſed always to wait 
upon theſe occaſions. 


This, though a perplexing circumſtance, 
was not the only one I endured during my 


bled headlong into a meal-tub, and looked 
when I was drawn forth again as White as 
a miller ; and another time, being wrapped 
in a foul clothes-bag, and kept there for 
three hours, was almoſt ſuffocated for want 
of air. 


Theſe things, though difagreeable in 
themſelves, were ſweetened, and rendered 
even pleaſant, by the careſſes and participa- 
tion of the perſon that occaſioned them.— 
But the hour was now approaching when 
the peaceable poſſeſſion of theſe pleaſures was 
to be diſturbed, and the ſweet indulgencies 
of my former life rendered the tormentors 
of every future day. 


Not 


\ 


Not to keep the reader long in ſuſpenſe, 
it is only neceſſary to obſerve, that Mr. and 
Mrs. D-—-were to go in September laſt on a 
viſit of a month or two, at ſome conſiderable 
diſtance from town, and that I had prevail- 
ed on Mrs. D-— to indulge me with the 
poſſeſſion of her perſon for one night pre- 
vious to her departure. We ſaw from the 
firſt, that it would be attended with ſome 
difficulty to accompliſh this point ; but as 
neither of us was inclined to be diſappoint- 
ed, it was agreed that {he ſhould pretend 
ſome domeſtic buſineſs at Sheen, which 
would detain her ſthere all night, a day or 
two before their departure ; and as there 
was no poſſibility of our ſleeping there, that 
ſhe ſhould meet me at a place agreed upon, 
and that we ſhould proceed from thence to 
ſome tavern, from whence {he might repair 
to Soho-{quare at an early hour the next 
rg: 


This ſcheme was put in execution with 
the utmoſt ſucceſs. We met, drove off to 
Clapham, indulged ourſelves as long as the 
O night 
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night would allow, and returned to town 
by eight o'clock in the morning; at which 
hour we concluded Mr. D-— would be 
ſtill a- bed: But our inauſpicious ſtars had 
otherwiſe ordained it. The whole matter 
was diſcovered. A ſervant had been ſent 
the night before to Sheen, and had told 
Mr. D——, upon being aſked what time 
his miſtreſs would be in town; that ſhe had 
teft Sheen early the foregoing day, and had 
not mentioned any intention of ſleeping 
there. 


Mr. D——, alarmed at this intelligence, 
demanded of his wife as ſoon as ſhe came 
home, in a tone of authority, where ſhe had 
ſlept. The manner in which he addrefled 
her evinced his ſuſpicions ; and ſhe had the 
preſence of mind to declare without the 
imalleſt heſitation, that ſhe had flept with 
Mrs. G , Who was an intimate of the fa- 
mily's. But Mr. D-—, ſtill unconvinced, 
mounted his horſe, and fet off immediately 
to that nag, * red at {ome diſtance 

| from 
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from town, to _ the truth of her 
aſſertion. 


As ſoon as he had left the houſe, Mrs. 
D—— came to my lodgings, and told me 
the circumſtances of this unfortunate ad- 
venture as I have related them, begging me 
at the lame time to go immediately to Mrs. 
6, and entreat her to confirm all that 
ſhe had ſaid. I inſtantly complied with her 
requeſt, and ſet off in a poſt- chaiſe and four; 


but Mr. D—— had got the ſtart of me, and 


had taken poſſeſſion of Mrs. G——'%s dreſſ- 


ing-room before my arrival. I was there- 
fore reduced to the neceſſity of writing to 


her from the inn: but all my perſuaſion. 


was ineffectual: ſhe had dealt candidly with 
Mr. D , and now, as I afterwards learnt, 
put my note into his hand. 


Upon my return to town, Mrs. D-— 


made up her mind to remain with me, as 
it was impoſſible for her to return to Soho- 
iquare; and, as I had injured Mr. D-— 


in lo tender a manner, I could not ſatisfy 
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my own conſcience without immediately 
making him an offer of that reparation 
which one gentleman has a right to demand 
of another: but, though I made him the 
moſt liberal propoſal as a man of honor, he 
-did not condeſcend to notice my letter on 
the ſubject. And I muſt here obſerve, in juſ- 
tice to my own character, that I have the 
ſatisfaction to ſay, though my conſcience 
accuſes me of all thoſe frailties which are 
ſanctioned by faſhion ; yet in the very heart 
of licentiouſneſs, folly, and imprudence, I 
have preſerved my bonor ſtill unſullied, and 
can defy the malice of the world to point 
out a ſingle circumſtance in which I ever 
avoided an appeal to the ſword, where per- 
ſonal injury had been ſuſtained* ! 


But 


] am ſenſible that many perſons will think this decla- 
ration a little erroneous, as I have violated almoſt every 
moral virtue at ſome one period or another of my life 
and to ſhew them that I can joke upon this idea as well 
-as themſelves, I ſhall quote a little anecdote of Smollet's, 
in his Humphry Clinker, which will ſet this matter in a 
very pleaſant point of view. Speaking of a perſon that 
ad been pronouncing a panegyric on his friend, and at 

| the 
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But to return: As it might have been at- 
tended with ſome little inconvenience for 
Mrs. D to continue with me in my old 
lodgings, we removed the ſame night to an 
hotel, where we continued for two days; 
and, on the third, took up our reſidence in 
apartments provided for our reception at 
Somers Town, where we propoſed to 
remain till the affair was in ſome degree 
blown over. But we were not long fated 
to enjoy this repoſe. On the third morn- 
ing after our arrival at this place, the houſe 
was diſturbed at a very early hour by a 
loud and repeated knocking at the door, 


the ſame time ſtigmatizing him with the want of every 
moral principle This puts me in mind,“ ſays he, * of 
a conteſt I once overheard in the way of altercation, be- 
twixt two apple-women in Spring Gardens. One of 
theſe viragos having hinted ſomething to the prejudice of 
the other's moral character, her antagoniſt, ſetting her 
hands in her ſides, replied, —* Speak out, huſſey! 1 
ſcorn your malice—I own I'm both a whore and a thief ; 
and what more have you to ſay ? Damn you, what more 
have you to ſay? *Bating that, which all the world 
knows, I challenge you to ſay, black is the white of 
my eye.” 


and 
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and in a few minutes I faw myſelf ſure 
rounded by a gang of bailiffs, and arreſted 
for a hundred and thirty odd pounds, at 
the ſuit of Mr. D-—, I was immediately 
hurried away from my little partner in ini- 
quity ; ſhe was ſent home to her mother, 
and I ſaw myſelf tranſported from the ſeat 
of pleaſure, and held in durance vile within 
the magical compaſs of a ſpunging-houle. 


I now, for the firſt time, began to reflect 
upon my folly, and curſe my imprudence 
which had brought me into this ſcene of 
diſtreſs. But as I was doomed to flutter 
round my cage without a poſlibility of. 
eſcaping, I was reſolved to make the hours 
glide by as pleaſantly as poſſible, and im- 
mediately diſpatched a meſſenger for Mrs, 
Netw, and her friend the conjuror, who had 
foretold many ſcenes of my life, and whom 
Il was determined to confult once more upon 
the future proſpet of my affairs. This 
ſcientific gentleman held out but a melan- 
choly proſpect to my view, and adviſed me 
either to bail or diſcharge the debt for which 
| I was 
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I was arreſted, and make the beſt of my way 
to the continent before Mr. D—— could 
have time to bring an action of damages 
againſt me. But I found this a very diffi- 
cult matter to accompliſh, as in a few days 
detainers were lodged againſt me to the 
amount of four hundred pounds, which it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to diſcharge. The 
only poſſible means I had of obtaining mo- 
ney, was by offering the clothing of my re- 
giment to ſome gentleman who might be 
induced to advance the ſum I required; but 
every man of eminence in London declined 
the offer. Thoſe who had either wives or 
daughters, were not willing to oblige a man 
who might the next day ſeduce their whole 
family, and deſtroy their peace of mind; 
and thoſe who had money were not willing 
to lend it to a man devoid of principle, and 
who had no viſible means of repaying it. 


I continued in this melancholy ſituation 
till the very day appointed for my removal 
to Newgate; when two very honeſt gentle- 
men, a linen-draper and an accoutrement- 
: maker, 
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maker, accepted the clothing of my regi- 
ment, went bail for Mr. D-—s debt (the 
legality of which I thought proper to diſ- 
pute, though I am actually indebted to him 
in the ſum of two thouſand three hundred 
pounds * at this moment), and advanced me a 
ſufficient ſum of ready -money to procure 
my liberation, and tranſport me to the con- 
tinent, where I arrived in the courſe of a 
very few days, accompanied by Mrs. D—. ' 


It may not be improper to mention here, that I gave 
Mr. D—— a bond in judgment for the two thouſand 
pounds I mentioned as his having lent me to diſcharge my 
debts, and a power of attorney to diſpoſe of my eſtate in 
Ireland, and pay off the mortgages on it, which amounted 
to eight thouſand pounds, beſides ſome years? intereſt upon 
the whole; but as the bond was not due, and I had re- 
voked the power of attorney upon the diſcovery of my 
connexion with Mrs. D——, he was left entirely with- 
out any ſecurity for his money, which it will moſt cer- 
tainly never be in my power to pay. But to prevent the 
poſſibility of any proceedings againſt my eſtate, I have, 
by the advice of my attorney, filed a bill in Chancery 
againſt Mr. D—— ; which, if it is of no other ſervice, 
will at leaſt give me time to diſpoſe of every thing I poſ- 
ſefs, and leave him nothing to claim. | 


I am 
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1 am now waiting with the utmoſt ſolici- 


tude to hear the event of a trial pending in - 


the Court of King's Bench, and which may 
probably be decided before this publication 
may meet the eyes of the world. But what- 
ever the determination of the'jury in that 
buſineſs may be, I have very little hope of 
ever being able to return to England, with- 
out finiſhing the laſt days of a miſerable 
exiſtence in all the horrors of confinement. 


In this country I {hall at leaſt have one 


advantage at the moment I cloſe my eyes 
on the world; and that is, if I die unpitied, 
I ſhall alſo die unknown ; and if I have not 
the bleſſings of the multitude as I fink into 
my grave, I ſhall at leaſt avoid the curſes 
and imprecations of injured innocence on 


my head, 


P POST - 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Mr fate is at length determined.—Since 
the foregoing pages were committed to the 


preſs, I have received the following letter 
from a friend, which contains the me- 
lancholy intelligence of a decree that ſhuts 
the ports of England againſt me for ever. 


London, Feb. 22, 1792. 


My dear General, 

THE buſinefs is over, and I am 
ſorry to tell you that your paſtimes with 
Mrs. D—— are valued at Five Thouſand 
Pounds, But do not let this intelligence de- 

Ps . preſs 
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prels you ; we ſhall move for a new trial, 

place every thing in ſtatu quo, and if we can 
but collect a few weather-beaten ſcrubs of 
iniquity to compoſe the jury, we may ſtill 
bring you off for Five Shillings. 


* You have very great friends in court, I 
aſlure you, and we have every thing to hope 
from a ſecond trial. Your character is now 
pretty well known; every body execrates 
you, and your infamy is the common topic 
of diſcourſe ; you have, therefore, nothing 
to loſe on the ſcore of reputation; and a 
man may eaſily compound for a little tem- 
porary ſcandal, when Four Thouſand Nine 
Hundred and Ninety-ni ne Pounds Fifteen Sbil- 
| n poſſible recompenſe. = 


and 


8 Vour hints with reſpect to D— 
Mrs. G——, received ſome inimitabte ſets- 


off, and were repreſented to the life. The 
ſtory 


POSTSCRIPP, 


ſtory was well put together on your part ; 
but, between ourſelves, it was a moſt in- 
famous and diabolical ſcheme of retaliation ; 
but, mum! for that am as ſilent as the 
grave though I hope in God the Colonel 
may not meet you on the Continent. Iam 
told he is a damned impetuous mercurial 
kind of a fellow; and ſhould he take the 
law into his hands, the Lord have mercy on 
your honor's bones 


© Your old friend Betty H—— fwore like 
an angel, and rolled you on the carpet with 
admirable dexterity. The game of dlind- 
man's-buff went off with infinite eclat ; and 

though Erſkine mauled you moſt divinely, I 
| really believe we ſhould have come off with 


flying colours, in ſpite of the cruſty old puts 


who compoſed the jury, had it not been for 
that damned ſacred depoſit —Why 'twas like 
taking the earneſt of your ruin !—Ah! 

General, 


log 
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General, General! no other man would ever 
have ſplit upon that rock ; but you men of 
bonor, forſooth, can never, as you yourſelf 
ſay, even in the moſt deſperate ſituations, de- 
viate from that punctilio which is the rule of 
your conduct. 


Remember me to your dear little ſeducer, 
and let her know that we ſhall delay her 
affair in the Commons as long as poſſible, 
for a certain reaſon. A-propos, I beg I may 
be looked upon as the ſponſor of the ſweet 
embryo that 1s coming. I claim the pre- 
ference in this particular upon a relationſhip 
in principle. As it will be the child of iniquity, 
where can you find ſo proper a god-father 
for it as an attorney? 

52. remain, 


My dear General, 


Yours, &c. 


General G——, 
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P. S. Do you think either your agent 
or clothier will ſtretch as far as five hundred 
more ?—Perhaps you may perſuade them to 
make it up between them.—We have very 
empty pockets at preſent ; and you know, 
my dear General, the war cannot be carried 
on without money. 


P. S. It is whiſpered here, that you have 
reſolved in a fit of compunction to publiſh 
your life; but it is furely nothing more 
than report. For Heaven's ſake, my dear 
General, mind what you are about—I fear 


you are ill-adviſed—at any rate do not 


mention a word of * 2 * * 
* * * * * * * * 
* * © * * * * * 
* wa — If you touch upon that, 


a new trial is a joke, and we are all blown 


up at once. 
Thus 
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Thus the ſtorm is paſt, and with it are 
departed the poor remains of that honor 
which once adorned my name. In vain the 
moſt artful ſchemes were formed, in vain 
the moſt ſeducing eloquence diſplayed, to 
ſoften the auſterity of thoſe virtues that fat 
in judgment upon me. Neither the infatu- 
ating ſplendor of the one, nor the perſuaſive 
villany of the other, joined to the favorable 
repreſentations of a merciful judge, could 
avert my fate, and turn the bolt of Heaven 
from its deſtined object.—l have received 
the blow, and the wound is ſunk too deep, 1 


fear, ever to be healed. 


What if I yield to the perſuaſion of my 
advocate, and ſubmit my caſe once more to 
the compaſſion of a jury; have I any thing 
to hope from a tribunal, at which I have 
been already judged, but additional diſgrace, 
and accumulated ruin? Am I not ſuffi- 

ciently 
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ciently ſtigmatized? Will theſe pretended 
friends tear the maſk from my face, and 
leave me no covering for features marked 
with infamy and vice? 1 would TROY would 
ceaſe to goal x me : 


e They prune a rotten tree, 
That carinot ſo much as a bloſſom yield :” 


And yet their e know no end. 


My mind i is the ſeat of SPY and di- 
traction. I dare not look forward, for that 
would be to anticipate a ſeries of evils which 
are ſtill preſerved to mark the latter period 
of my days; and to look back, is to behold a 
train of bitter reflections riſing, as it were, 
in judgment againſt me. Tue preſent mo- 
ment, diſcolqured as it is, is all I dare ſur- 
vey; and in it 1 behold the ſad memento of 
my former vices and my future puniſhment. 
Oh ! that I were, as Job ſaid, in the piety of 


2 his 
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his heart, as in months paſt : when I waſhed my 
ſteps with butter, and cauſed the widow's heart 
to fing with gladneſs! But now the golden 
ſcenes, the years of ſplendor that my faith- 
leſs fortune promiſed from my earlieſt days, 
are gone for ever ; and I may exclaim with 
the haughty Wolſey, in the hour of his de- 
gradation: | 


JV. ai n pomp and grandeur of the world, I hate you ! 
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